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FINAL ACT OF THE CONFERENCE OF PLENIPOTENTIARIES ON THE
CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA
AGAINST POLLUTION AND ITS PROTOCOLS

The Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Convention for the Protection of the
Mediterranean Sea against Pollution and its Protocols was convened by the Executive
Director of the United Nations Environment Programme in pursuance of a
recommendation adopted by the Eighth Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties
to the Convention for the Protection of the Mediferranean Sea against Pollution and
its related Protocols (Antalya, 12-15 October 1993). The recommendation called upon
the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention to examine amendments to the
Mediterranean Action Plan and the Convention and its Protocels, and the possibility
of adapting the texts to the latest developments in international environmental law
(UNEP(OCA)MED 1G.3/5).

At the kind invitation of the Government of Spain, the Conference was convened in
Barcelona, on 9 and 10 June 1995

The following Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the
Mediterranean Sea against Pollution were invited to participate in the Conference:
Albania, Algeria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, European
Community, France, Greece, Israel, ltaly, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Malta,
Monaco, Morocco, Slovenia, Spain, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia and Turkey.

The following Contracting Parties accepted the invitation and participated in the
Conference. Albania, Algeria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt,
European Community, France, Greece, Israel, Italy, Libyan Arab Jamahinya, Malta,
Monaco, Morocco, Siovenia, Spain, Tunisia and Turkey.

Representatives of the following United Nations bodies, Specialized Agencies and
intergovernmental and Non-Governmental Organizations also attended the Conference
as observers:

United Nations:

- United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
- United Nations Information Centre (UNIC)

Specialized Agencies
- Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQO)
- World Health Organization (WHO)

- World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
- International Maritime Organization (IMO)
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- International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Marine Environment Laboratory in
Monaco

- Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO (10C)

- World Bank

Intergovernmental and Non-Governmental Organizations:

- Amigos del Mediterraneo

- Arab Centre for the Studies of And Zones and Dry Lands (ACSAD)

- Arab Office for Youth and Environment (ACYE)

- Association pour la Protection de la Nature et de 'Environnement de Kairouan
(APNEK)

- Centre for Environment and Development for the Arab Region and Europe
(CEDARE)

- Conventicn on Wetlands (RAMSAR)

- Coordinating Unit for the Black Sea Environmental Programme

- Centre des Régions euroméditerrannéenes pour I'Envirecnnement (CREE)

- Ecomediterrania

- Europe Conservation

- European Chemical Industry Council (CEFIC)

- European Environmental Bureau (EEB)

- European Investment Bank (EIB)

- Forum for the Lagoon of Venice

- Foundation for International Studies

- Friends of the Earth

- Greenpeace Intemational

- Institut Méditerranéen de l'eau (IME-MEDWAN)

- Instituto Universitario de Ciencias Ambientales

- International Centre for Coastal and Ocean Policy Studies (ICCOPS)

- International Centre for Coastal Resources Research (CIIRC)

- Inter-Parliamentary Union {IPU)

- International Juridical Organization for Environment and Development (lJO)

- International Ocean Institute (101)

- La Facolta dell'Arte e della Scienza

- MAREVIVO Asscciazione Ambientalista

- Medcities Network

- Mediterranean Association to Save the Sea Turtles (MEDASSET)

- Mediterranean Information Office for Environment Culture and Sustainable
Development (MIO-ECSDE)

- MEDWET

- Qil Industry International Exploration and Production Forum (E & P Forum)

- Research and Conservation of Island and Coastal Ecosystems in the
Mediterranean (MEDMARAVIS)

- Society for the Protection of Nature (DHDK)

- Station Biologique de la Tour de Valat

- Turkish Manne Environment Protection Association (TURMEPA)

- World Wide Fund for Nature International (WWF)

12



The Conference had been preceded by the Ninth Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting
Parties, convened in Barcelona from 5 to 8 June 1995, which prepared the final texts
of the following instruments for adoption by the Conference of Plenipotentiaries: the
amendments to the Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against
Pollution; the amendments to the Protocol for the Prevention of Pollufion of the
Mediterranean Sea by Dumping from Ships and Aircraft, and the Barcelona Resolution
on the Environment and Sustainable Development in the Mediterranean Basin. It also
prepared for adoption and signature by the Conference of Plenipotentiaries the
Protocol concerning Specially Protected Areas and Biolegical Diversity in the
Mediterranean.

At the opening ceremony, the Conference heard a welcoming address by Mr. José
Borell, Minister for Public Works, Transport and Environment of Spain.

The Conference also heard a message from Ms. Elizabeth Dowdeswell, Executive
Director of the United Nations Environment Programme, which was conveyed by Mr
Lucien Chabason, Coordinator of the Mediterranean Action Plan. H.E. Mr Nourdine
Benomar Alami (Morocco), President of the Bureau of the Contracting Parties,
addressed the Meeting.

The Conference adopted the following agenda:

1. Opening of the Conference

2. Rules of procedure

3. Election of officers

4, Adoption of the Agenda and organization of work

5. Adoption of the amendments to the Convention for the Protection of the

Mediterranean Sea against Pollution and its Protocols:

(a) adoption of the amendments to the Convention for the Protection of the
Mediterranean Sea against Pollution (Barcelona Convention)

(b adoption of the amendments to the Protocol for the Prevention of
Pollution of the Mediterranean Sea by Dumping from Ships and Aircraft
(Dumping Protocol)

(c) adoption of the Protocol concerning Specially Protected Areas and
Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean

6. Adoption of the Barcelona Resolution on the Environment and Sustainable
Development in the Mediterranean Basin
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7. Report of the credentials committee
8. Adoption of the Final Act of the Conference
9. Signature of the Final Act of the Conference

10.  Signature of the Protocol concerning Specially Protected Areas and Biological
Dwversity in the Mediterranean

11 Closure of the Conference.

The Conference applied the Rules of Procedure for the meeting and conferences of
the Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea
against Pollution and its related Protocols (UNEP(OCA)MED 1G 43/6, Annex XI).

In conformity with Rule 20 of the Rules of Procedure, the Conference elected the
following Bureau:

President: H.E. Mr José Borrell {Spain)
Vice-President: H E. Mr Nourdine Benomar Alami {Morocco)
Vice-President: H.E. Ms Corinne Lepage (France)
Vice-President: H.E. Mr Mohamed Mehdi Mlika (Tunisia)
Vice-President; H.E Mr Paolo Baratta (Italy)
Rapporteur Mr Viktor Simoncic {Croatia)

Mr Lucien Chabason, Coordinator of the Coordinating Unit for the Mediterranean
Action Plan, served as the Secretary-General of the Conference, and Mr Ljubormir
Jeftic, Deputy Coordinator (MAP), served as Executive Secretary of the Conference.

The main documents which served as the basis for the deliberations of the Conference
were;

UNEP{OCA)/MED 1G.6/3 Amendments to the Convention for the Protection of the
Mediterranean Sea against Pollution (Barcelona
Convention)

UNEP(QOCA)MED IG 6/4 Amendments to the Protocol for the Prevention of
Pollution of the Mediterranean Sea by Dumping from
Ships and Aircraft (Dumping Protocol)

UNEP{OCA)YMED 1G.6/5 Protocol concerning Specially Protected Areas and
Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean
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14

18.

16.

17.

18.

19.

UNEP(OCA)MED 1G.6/6 Barcelona Resolution on the Environment and
Sustamnable Development in the Mediterranean Basin
with two Annexes’ Action Plan for the Protection of the
Marine Environment and the Sustainable Development of
the Coastal Areas In the Mediterranean - MAP Phase Il
(Annex I); and Pronty Fields of Activities for the
Environment and Development in the Mediterranean
Basin - 1996-2005 {Annex II)

In conformity with the Rules of Procedure, the Conference decided that the Bureay,
comprising the President, the four Vice-Presidents and the Rapporteur, should act as
the Credentials Committee,

The Credentials Committee met on 9 June 1995 to examine the credentials of
representatives attending the Conference and found that ail representatives were
appropriately accredited.

The Conference approved the report of the Credentials Commitiee on 10 June 1995,
On the basis of its deliberations, the Conference adopted the following texts:

(a) Amendments to the Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea
against Poliution (Barcelona Convention)

(b) Amendments to the Protocol for the Prevention of Pollution of the
Mediterranean Sea by Dumping from Ships and Aircraft (Dumping Protocol)

(c) Protocol concerning Specially Protected Areas and Biological Diversity in the
Mediterranean

(d) Barcelona Resolutjon on the Environment and Sustainable Development in the
Mediterranean Basin (with its two Appendices on the Action Plan for the
Protection of the Marine Environment and the Sustainable Development of the
Coastal Areas in the Mediterranean - MAP Phase Il (Appendix 1) and the
Priority Fields of Actwvities for the Environment and Development in the
Mediterranean Basin - 1896-2005 (Appendix !l)).

The Conference decided that the Annexes to the Protocol concerning Specially
Protected Areas and Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean would be adopted at a
later meeting of Plenipotentiaries

The text of the Protocol concerning Specially Protected Areas and Biological Diversity

in the Mediterranean, will be open for signature in Barcelona on 10 June 1995, and will
remain open for signature in Madrid until 10 June 1996, by any Coastal State of the
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Mediterranean Region invited to the Conference, by the European Community, and by
any similar regional economic grouping of which at least one member s a Coastal
State of the Mediterranean Sea Area and which exercises competence in fields
covered by the Barcelona Convention and its Protocols.

20. The Conference also adopted the following resolutions, which are appended to this
Final Act

Adoption of the Barcelona Resofufion on the Environment and Sustainable
Development in the Mediterranean Basin (with its two Appendices on the Action
Plan for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Sustainable
Development of the Coastal Areas in the Mediterranean (MAP Phase 1) and
the Priority Fields of Activities for the Environment and Development in the
Mediterranean Basin - 1996-2005)

Adoption of the Amendments to the Convention for the Protection of the
Mediterranean Sea against Pollution and its Protocol for the Prevention of
Pollution of the Mediterranean Sea by Dumping from Ships and Aircraft
Signature, ratification, acceptance and approval of and accession fo the
Protocol concerning Specially Protected Areas and Biclogical Diversity in the
Mediterranean

Interim arrangements

Tribute to the Government of Spain.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the representatives of the foliowing Contracting Parfies have signed

this Final Act
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RESOLUTION |

Adoption of the Barcelona Resolution on the Environment and
Sustainable Development in the Mediterranean Basin

The Conference,

Recalling the recommendations of the Ninth Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting
Parties held in Barcelona from 5 to 8 June 1995 to approve a "Barcelona Resolution on the
Environment and Sustainable Development in the Mediterranean Basin", the "Action Plan for
the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Sustainable Bevelopment of the Coastal
Areas of the Mediterranean (MAP-Phase II)' and the "Priority Fields of Activities for the
Environment and Development in the Mediterranean Basin (1996-2005)",

Desirous of ensuring that the revision of the Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) carred
out as a result of these recommendations is effectively implemented,

Noting with satistaction that the recommended revision of the Mediterranean Action
Plan substantially meets the challenge of sustainable development in the Mediterranean
context,

1, Adopts the Barcelona Resolution on the Environment and Sustainable Development
in the Mediterranean Basin, the text of which is contained in the Annex to this
Resolution together with its two Appendices, the Action Plan for the Protection of the
Marnne Environment and the Sustainable Development of the Coastal Areas of the
Mediterranean (MAP Phase i) (Appendix 1} and the Prionty Fields of Activities for the
Environment and Development in the Mediterranean Basin (1896-2005) (Appendix I1);

2. Invites the Contracting Parties to implement the Barcelona Resolution by the most

effective means in view of the special importance of orienting the Mediterranean Action
Plan towards the objective of sustainable development.
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ANNEX

BARCELONA RESOLUTION
ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
IN THE MEDITERRANEAN BASIN

The Mirusters in charge of the Environment in the Mediterranean countries representing
the Governments and the member of the European Commission in charge of the Environment,
having met in Barcelona, Spain, on 10 June 1985, within the framework of the Mediterranean
Action Plan:

Recalling that the Mediterranean Action Plan was approved at Barcelona in 1975 by
the Governments of the Mediterranean States and the European Community to monitor and
protect the Mediterranean marine environment and ensure the integrated planning of the
development and management of the resources of the basin on the basis of multilateral
cooperation under the auspices of the United Nations Environment Programme,

Recalling the adoption of the Barcelona Convention for the Protection of the
Mediterranean Sea against Pollution and its Protocois in 1876 and subsequent years,

Recognizing the important contribution of the Mediterranean Action Plan, MED POL,
and Regional Activity Centres, as well as the cooperating intermnational organizations, to
protection of the marine environment and promotion and establishment of an environmental
legal system and environmental institutional structure at the regional and national levels in the
Mediterranean basin,

Taking info account the results of the successive meetings in Genoa (1985), Nicosia
{1990), Cairo (1992), Casablanca (1993) and recognizing the results of the Tunis Ministenal
Conference (1994), the importance of its declaration and resolutions for the promotion of
sustainable development in the Mediterranean taking into account the Rio Declaration and
Agenda 21,

Conscious of the differences in socio-economic development still existing among the
Mediterranean coastal Staies,

Concemed by the continued pressures on the marine and coastal areas and their
ecosystems, due to the process of urbanization, population growth and economic development
which has resulted in degradation of human and natural resources in the Mediterranean, as
clearly indicated by the Blue Plan scenarios,

Recognizing the progress achieved since the adoption of the Genoa Declaration on the

Second Mediterranean Decade (1985), while noting that the state of the environmental quality
of the Meditesranean Sea requires greatly intensified action,
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Expressing their satisfaction at being able to adopt the amendments to the Barcelona
Convention, which substantially extend its field of application and provide principles with which
to meet the challenge of sustainable development,

Stressing the importance of the adoption of the amendments fo the Protocol for the
Prevention of Pollution of the Mediterranean Sea by Dumping from Ships and Aircraft in
accordance with relevant international conventions which will ensure improved protection of
the Mediterranean Sea,

Stressing also the importance of the adoption of the new Protocol concerning Specially
Protected Areas and Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean with a view to ensuring the
conservation and better management of biological diversity, especially endangered species
and valuable natural sites,

Recalling the importance of the resolution adopted at the Tunis Conference on the use
of land use tools with a view to ensuring the conservation of nature and natural sites of the
Mediterranean coastal areas,

Reconfirming their commitment fo the protection of the Mediterranean environment,
individually and collectively, through understanding, dialogue, cooperation and solidanty
among the peoples of the region,

Confirming their commitment to promote sustainable development when formulating
and implementing national and regional environment and development policies, bearing in
mind the Rio and Tunis Declarations,

Aware that the European Union has decided to convene a Euro-Mediterranean
Ministerial Conference to be held in Barcelona on 27 and 28 November 1995 with a view to
strengthening Euro-Mediterranean partnership between the countries of the European Union
and other Mediterranean countnes,

1. Adopt the Mediterranean Action Plan Phase Il as contained n Annex | to this
Resolution, which should aim to achieve the following objectives:

- integrate the environment in economic, social, cultural and other development,
as well as land use policies;

- ensure sustainable management of natural manne and coastal resources,
bearing in mind Agenda MED 21;

- conserve nature and protect species as well as sites and landscapes of
ecological or cultural value,

- prevent pollution of the Mediterranean Sea and of its coastal areas;
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- establish national enforcement and control mechanisms which would follow up
the 1mplementation of Convention, its related protocols and the adopted
protection measures,

- strengthen cooperafion with relevant international governmental organizations,
and the United Nations specialized agencies at ali stages of development and
implementation of the specific acfivities,

- enhance the support and involvement of international, regional and national
non-governmental organizations {NGOs) and the public;

Commit themselves to the full implementation of the Mediterranean Action Plan Phase
i, the Barcelona Convention and its Protocois, and to this end adopt the Priority Fields
of Activities for the Environment and Development in the Mediterranean Basin (1996-
2005) contained in Annex 1l to this Resolution;

Decide that within the framework of the Mediterranean Action Plan a Mediterranean
Commussion on Sustainable Development (MCSD) should be set up, and start work
during the first half of 1996;

Entrust the Coordinating Unit with the task of conciuding the process of preparing the
Protoco! on the Prevention of Pollution of the Mediterranean resulting from the
Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal and the
amendments to the Land-Based Sources Protocol, and request that the Executive
Director of UNEP convene a Conference of Plenipotentiaries to adopt these protocols
by March 1996;

Commit themselves to undertake all necessary measures to incorporate and integrate
the conservation of biological diversity as an objective In economic development, land,
and natural resource planning policies, and to reinforce as a matter of urgency all field
action pursuant to the conservation of threatened species, habitats, and sites of
ecological value;

Agree to the reduction by the year 2005 of discharges and emissions which could
reach the marine environment, of substances which are toxic, persistent and liable to
bioaccumulate, in particular the ocrganohalogens, to levels that are not harmful to man
or nature, with a view {o their graduai elimination, to this end, to impiement substantial
reductions of such discharges and emissions, and if necessary, to supplement the
reduction measures with programmes aiming at banning the use of such substances,
and instruct the Contracting Parties to review regularly the relevant timetables;

With the aim of eliminating by the year 2005 the greatest possible number of these
substances, in parbicular the organchalogens, and in order to facilitate and speed up
the definition of methods, programmes and timetables, by categories of substance and
by industrial branches, and of the best available techniques, they entrust UNEP with
organizing consultation with the Contracting Parties, scientific experts, industrialists and
NGOs;
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10.

11.

12

13.

14

A first meeting will be held as soon as possible and by 1 July 1996 at the latest;

Commif themselves to promote actively the transfer of clean technologies, in particular
to developing countries, to encourage the establishment of clean production centres
where required, to research, promote, collect and disseminate information on clean
production processes;

Commit themseives to demonstrating solidarity with populations in the Mediterranean
basin suffering from the consequences of aggression and terrorism, by developing and
implementing programmes to rehabllitate areas, environments and resources affected
by destructive actions;

Commit themselves to cooperate and strengthen solidarity with Mediterranean
populations in case of natural disasters and major technical accidents by implementing
programmes to rehabilitate affected areas and the environment,

Entrust the Coordinating Unit with the task of mobilizing additional funds and resources
to carry out the activities envisaged by the Mediterranean Action Plan Phase Il and the
Prionty Field of Activities for the Environment and Development in the Mediterranean
Basin (1996-2005);

Request evaluation of the results of Implementation of the envisaged activities in view
of the objectives defined within the framework of the Mediterranean Action Plan Phase
1 and tasks accorded by the Prionty Fields of Activities for the Environment and
Development in the Mediterranean Basin {(1996-2005) which is subject to a mechanism
for monitoring its implementation,

Agree to transmit to the Euro-Mediterranean Conference the documents adopted at the
Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Barcelona Convention held on © and 10 June
1995 as a contribution to the efforts of the Conference infer alia to ensure the
protection of the environment and the sustainable development of the region and to
strengthen regional cooperation within the framework of MAP;

Request the Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable Development, in which NGOs
will be duly represented, to examine the feasibiiity of creating a special fund for the
promotion of prajects related to nature conservatton and Integrated coastal
management, complementary to the Mediterranean Trust Fund and aimed at mobilizing
and ensuring additional, necessary financial resources,

invite all social and economic actors concerned, especially local communities, the
scientific and educative community, companies and non-governmental organizations
to associate themselves with the implementation of the Mediterranean Action Plan
Phase II;
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15,

18.

Invite international organizations and other financial and development programmes to
associate themselves with the implementation of the new phase of the Mediterranean
Action Plan, and to coordinate and harmonize their programmes relevant to the
Mediterranean region with Mediterranean Action Plan;

Decide to meet again at the Tenth Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties in
Tunisia in 1997.
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APPENDIX |

ACTION PLAN FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE MARINE
ENVIRONMENT AND THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
OF THE COASTAL AREAS OF THE MEDITERRANEAN

(MAP PHASE II)

Introduction

in 1975, Mediterranean countries and the EEC adopted the Mediterranean Action Plan
(MAP) and in 1976 the Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against
Pollution (Barcelona Convention) The main objectives of MAP were to assist the
Mediterranean Governments to assess and control marne pollution, to formuiate their national
environment policies, to improve the ability of governments to identify better options for
alternative patterns of development and to make better rational choices for allocation of
resources.

Afthough the initial focus of the MAP was on marine poliution controi, expenence soon
confirmed that socio-economic trends, combined with poor management and planning of
development, are the root of most environmentat problems, and that meaningful and lasting
environmental protection is inseparably linked to social and economic development.
Therefore, the focus of MAP gradually shifted from a sectoral approach to pollution control to
integrated coastal zone planning and management as the key tool through which solutions are
being sought.

Although it is difficult to assess progress achieved, there is direct and indirect evidence
that a large number of concrete actions were taken by many countnies in conformity with the
requirements and provisions of MAP, thus influencing the environmental policies and practices
of the Mediterranean countries. MAP has been a significant instrument for change and
progress concerning environmental matters in the Mediterranean. Among achievements of
particular importance are the ¢reation of awareness concerning the importance of a healthy
environment for the present and future of the Mediterranean and its people; a marked change
of attitude towards profection of the environment, the policy making level and creating a sense
of soldarity and the need to act collectively for the better future of the Mediterranean.

Major shortcomings in the protection of the Mediterranean marine environment and its
coastal region are the inappropnate management of the coastal zone due to the lack of
adequate coastal zone planning and management; inadequate national legislation and its
effective enforcement; weak mshtutional structures and inadequate human resources allocated
for these types of activities; and lack of mobilization of adequate financial resources and clear
political commitment to solve the existing problems.
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MAP Phase Il was designed taking into account the achievements and shortcomings
of MAP’s first twenty years of existence, as well as the resuits of recent developments such
as the United Nations Conference an Enviranment and Development (Rio de Janeira, 1992),
the Eighth Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention (Antalya, 1993),
and the Conference "Med 21" on Sustainable Development in the Mediterranean (Tunis,
1994),

Objectives

The main objectives are:

- to ensure sustainable management of natural marine and land resources and to
integrate the environment in social and economic development, and land-use policies,

- to protect the marine environment and coastal zones through prevention of pollution,
and by reduction and, as far as possible, elimination of pollutant mputs, whether
chronic or accidental;

- to protect nature, and protect and enhance sites and landscapes of ecological or
cultural value;

- to strengthen solidarity among Mediterranean coastal States in managing their
common hentage and resources for the benefit of present and future generations; and

- to contnbute to improvement of the quality of Iife.

Implementation

The Mediterranean coastal States bear full responsibility for conducting their policies
for an improved environment and sustainable development In this context, they are
responsible for the implementation of the Barcelona Convention, its Protocols and MAP.

In carrying out their tasks, the Contracting Parties receive the support of the Secretanat
of the Barcelona Convention entrusted to UNEP and its Cocrdinating Unit, and, under the
Unit's supervision, of MAP’s Regional Activity Centres (RACs).

The specific tasks entrusted to the Secretariat and the RACs in order te implement the
activities of MAP, as well as the corresponding budgets, are decided upon by the meetings
of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention.

The MAP Coordinating Unit establishes and strengthens relations with other regional
seas programmes, the secretanats of the international conventions relevant to the region, the
Urnited Nations Commission on Sustainable Development and the international financial
institutions related to environment and sustainable development in the Mediterranean.
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The Centracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention will regularly involve the UN
specialized agencies concerned in the formulation and implementation of the MAP Phase Il
programme of activities.

The Contracting Parties will involve local, provincial and regional authorities, as
appropriate, In the formulation and implementation of the MAP Phase Il programme of
activities,

The Contracting Parties will also associate in the MAP‘Phase Il actities, non-
governmental organizations involved in the protection of the environment and the promotion
of sustainable development, as well as organizations representing economic activities.

In implementing sustainable development, priority will be given to strengthening
institutional capacity and palicy coordination at national as well as regional, provinciat and
local levels, as appropriate. In this context, particular attention will be gwen to the
implementation of existing legal instruments such as the Barcelona Convention and its
Protocols, to the introduction of economic instruments for integrated resource management,
and to rigorous planning of coastal zones and management of natural resources.

L SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN THE MEDITERRANEAN
1. INTEGRATING ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

Management and conservation of natural resources, and orientation of technological
and institutional change in such a manner as to ensure the attainment and continued
satisfaction of human needs for present and future generations, are vital for the Mediterranean
basin. The complex interaction between environmental components (water, forest, soil) and
socio-economic sectors (agriculture, industry, energy, tourism, transport) requires integration
of environmental policies into development policies. At regtonal ievel, corresponding activities
will be developed [within the framework of the Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable
Development to be established and implemented within MAP] in collaboration with the relevant
internatronal organizations, and with the support of the Secretariat together with relevant
RACs, when appropriate,

1.1 Economic activities and the environment

In the Mediterranean basin, with its limited and fragile natural resources, recent socio-
economic developments have given nse to major changes that put its hentage in peril.
Population frends, which indicate that a population of 410 nmilion 1n 1994 may rise to 550
million in 2025, together with modern means of production and consumption are playing a
major role in these changes

Intensification of agriculture is having a major impact on water resources and soil.
Since the 1970s, industnalization has proceeded apace, although heavy and polluting
industries show signs of decline The technelogies in use are often cbhsolete and generate
considerable pollution. Industry, which consumes vast amounts of natural resources and
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energy, competes for space with urban development and major transport infrastructures,
particularly on the coast. Tourism, which brings in revenue, by exploiting the attractions of the
natural and historical heritage, also competes for the coastline, puiting increasing areas of it
under concrete, A hundred million tourists from all parts of the world wisit the coastal area of
the Mediterranean today, the expected figure for the year 2025 being hetween 170 and 340
million, while domestic tourism is also expected to undergo major growth Great pressure I1s
exerted on water resources, while overcrowding of natural and historic sites and pressure on
land use leads to their destruction, thus reducing capital income from tourism, which is
essential for a number of countries.

For these economic activities, the major objectives in relation to sustainable
development are

1.4.1 Agriculture

Agncultural production is expected to expand in the Mediterranean region, particularly
in the countries of the South and East. Such expansion, for example through the use of
irrigation, will have an increasing impact on soil and water quality Furthermore, arable land
is shrinking under pressure of construction, fertility oss, salination and erosion.

The spread of desertification in its various forms poses a threat to social and
agricultural development, both in coastal regions and n the hinterland.

In order to contnbute to sustainable development, activities should, at their appropnate
levels, focus on:

- rational methods for making use of soil and water resources by encouraging farming
practices suited to the physical and ecological conditions prevailing in the regions
concerned;

- increasing agricultural productivity and production by means of environment-friendly
techniques;

- development and use of irrigation techniques using less water and appropriate systems
of drainage;

- identification and use of appropnate technigues not only in farming but also to improve
local genetic resources; and

- controling the use of chemicals that pollute soll and water and increasing use of
natural fertilizers

1.1.2 Industry

Industrial development exacerbates a number of existing major problems relating to
air and water pollution and degradation of quality of life
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In order to respond to national needs and provide access to Mediterranean and
international markets so that sustainable development may be achieved, action should be
taken:

- to encourage and facilitate the use of appropriate industnal procedures and clean
technologies;

- to facilitate the transfer, adaptation and control of technology among Mediterranean
countries;

- to consolidate and accelerate the introduction of programmes for the control and
reduction of industrial poliution; and

- to strengthen and expand programmes for the reduction and management of industnal
waste.

1.1.3 Energy

The growth in energy consumption in the Mediterranean, principally through use of
fossil fuels, is adding to the pollution and environmental damage existing in the Mediterranean
There is thus a need to improve management of energy and to introduce policies compatible
with sustainable development.

In that context, the objectives to be achieved at Mediterranean, national and local
levels and in cooperation with interested international organizations will be:

- to encourage and facilifate the use of new and renewable sources of energy in
domestic, industrial, public and private use, including pilot projects;

- to develop techniques for controling and saving energy, and

- to ensure that any new power stations to be built on the Mediterranean coast are
environmentally fnendly and to modernize, as appropriate, existing power plants

1.1.4 Tourism

Tourism is one of the major factors affecting the environment and development In the
Mediterranean basin It plays an important role in improving economic conditions in many
Mediterranean countries but, on the other hand, has a severe
impact on land and marine resources, soil and coastal land, sea, historical and natural sites
and landscapes, society and local population.

The main objectives of activities related to tourism, at Mediterranean, national and local
levels, will be:

- to assess, monitor and evaluate tourism activities and their impact on environment
through, inter alia, appropriate and periment indicators,
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11.6

to encourage regional and international cooperation that promotes environment friendly
tourism compatible with sustainable development;

to monitor natural, cultural and human tourist resources and undertake regular
assessment of environmental impact and carrying capacity; and

to develop information and training programmes for the actors concemed including
raising the awareness of tourists so that they choose tourism that respects the
Mediterranean environment.

Transport

Evoiution of air and land transport associated with expanding economic activity will

exert growing pressure on the coasfal zone. In particular, the number of cars 1s expected to
treble in the next thily years. It is essential that special attention be given to this clear trend,
which will have a major impact on environmental quality in coastal and urban zones

1.2

The main objectives of the programme are:

to assess and monitor means of transport and their density in coastal zones by using
appropriate indicators;

to dentify and encourage use of alternative means of transport less detrimental to the
environment; and

to disseminate information on transport policies and technologies contributing to
sustainable development, including those related to public transport.

Urban management and the environment

The Mediterranean urban population, 40 per cent of which 1s concentrated on the

coast, is expected to double by the year 2025, which will substantially increase settlement of
the coast,

The type of urban development resulting from this concentration is a cause of

environmental concemn for two reasons:

great pressure is exerted on natural resources, landscapes and natural areas, which
are being taken over or destroyed to meet the needs of urban development; and

the environment created in such built-up areas 1s unsatisfactory because of the scale
of construction and its impact on transport, energy consumption, waste production, loss
of space and natural landscapes and increasing demands for infrastructure.

The consegquences of these frends are a cause for concern with regard to the

sustainability of development:
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deterioration of the urban environment and quality of jife have a negative impact on
social ife and public health; and

from the economic point of view, built-up areas with a deteriorating environment are
likely to become less attractive, particularly to the services sector.

Strategies for sustainable urban management shoufd be formulated by the competent

authorities in order to:

create an institutional framework which will provide for management of built-up areas
at the appropriate administrative level;

encourage the ntroduction of urban planning taking environmental issues into account
through analysis of the urban environment;

encourage active urban policies directed towards energy saving, non-polluting forms
of transport, waste management, sustainable use of water and the creation of town
amenities,

infroduce the corresponding financial instruments;

develop institutional and professional capacities; and

involve all the actors concerned.

At regional level, cooperation activities will be carried out, encouraging coordinated

decentrafized cooperation In order to.

1.3

elaborate and disseminate appropriate methodologies;
promote the exchange of experiences and practice;
ensure the training of the actors concerned, and

contribute to the mobilization of international financial resources for the formutation and
implementation of strategies for the urban environment

Susfainable management of natural resources

At regional level, specific activities in this section will be developed and implemented

by the relevant international organizations and programmes, where appropriate, with the
support of the Secretariat and RACs.
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1.3.1

Water resources

Quality and availability of fresh water resources are vital in the Mediterranean not anly

for human consumption but also for agriculture, mdustry, tourism and other components of the
economy. The interaction of these components should be tackled through integrated plans for
water resources management,

The main objectives of this programme are the management and sustainable use of

water resources, and are to be achieved through:

1.3.2

region
which,

encouragement of the use of tools for management of water demand;

assessment and monitoring of the qualitafive and quantitative status of water resources
in each country, inter alia through pertinent indicators;

preparation in each country of water resources master plans on a basin basis and
expansion of existing plans in line with generally accepted principles of sustainable
development, making use of an integrated approach, especially in coastal areas and
islands;

preparation or improvement of national legislation directed to the development and
implementation of integrated methods for the management and use of water resources;
and

preparation of guideiines, training programmes and means for the exchange of
experience on the integrated development, management, use and re-use of water
resources.

Soil

Soll erosion and desertification are one of the most serious problems affecting the
Agriculture and forestry are particularly affected leading to a dechine in productivity

n turn, helps to worsen social problems in the region.

The main objective is land conservation and reclamation

Activities aim at:

assessment and monitoring of the situation relating to soll degradation by the use of
appropriate and pertinent indicators;

development of effective policies, strategies and programmes which will include

mapping, monitoring and protection measures to prevent and combat soll joss and
desertification; and
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1.3.3

implementation, at a national level, of the above measures, as well as relevant
decisions taken at various international forums such as FAQ, UNEP and IUCN that lay
special emphasis on the Convention to Combat Desettification, and more specifically
its Mediterranean component

Living marine resources

As several fish stocks are under heavy pressure, it 1s essential to take immediate

action at several levels, (fishing community, fisheries organization, government) starting by
reinforcing those already existing in order to halt present trends towards the degradation of
resources and habitats.

The objective 1s the sustainable management of living marine resources at national and

regional levels

1.3.4

Main activities aim at-

improving the available information base on the status of living marine resources and
encouraging research on the eifects of environmental degradation and the impact of
fishing activity; such information 1s necessary for the development of management
policies for such resources;

developing common resource management policies inspired by the precautionary
principle;

establishing through the Generali Fisheries Council for the Mediterranean (GFCM) the
legal framework for a cooperative approach to the protection and conservation of living
manne resources outside territorial waters;

ensuring implementation of the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fishing developed
by FAQ, the Agreement to Promote Compliance with International Conservation and
Management Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas and the decisions taken
within the framewark of the United Nations Conference on Straddling Fish Stocks and
Highly Migratory Fish Stocks; and

promoting environmentally friendly aquaculiure.

Forest and plant coverage

Degradation of forest and plant coverage is causing increasing concem In the

Mediterranean region. Overuse through grazing and the use of wood for fuel in addition to
fires and urbanization, are the main causes of deforestation. To tackle these problems, a
Mediterranean Forest Action Programme was prepared by FAQ, with which MAP will haise and
coordinate its activities. This programme uses an integrated and multidisciplinary approach
which Is essential fo its general conceptual framework as well as to its application within each
country.
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1.4

The activities of this programme aim, in particular, at

making a rapid assessment of the state of the forests in each country, and identifying
priorities;

drawing up Forest Directory Plans for each country designed for protection, sustainable
management and the multi-purpose use of forests; and

enhancing cooperation and exchange of information between countries.
Integrated coastal area management

Management strategies for the Mediterranean coastal regions should ensure that

imited and fragile resources are used in a sustainable manner by means of planning and
regulations to conserve their ecological value and to promote activities to improve the quality
of life of the coastal populations.

Integrated coastal area management requires understanding of the links exsting

between coastal resources, their use and the mutual impact of development and environment

The objectives of protection and integrated coastal area management are as follows
preservation of the biological diversity of coastal ecosystems,

coastal planning to resalve the competition between urbanization, industrialization,
tourism, transpert, agriculture and aquacuiture, and the preservation of ecosystems for
future generations;

control of human pressure on and use of coastal resources,

achievement of environmental and economic objectives at an acceptable cost to
society;

prevention and elimination, as far as possible, of pollution from all urban, industral,
tourist, agricultural and aquaculture sources, solid and liguid waste, and natural and
technological hazards,

participation by the general public and its various associations with a view to
stimulating a sense of civic responsibility in the face of these new challenges; and

development of the institutional capacity and human resources necessary to respond
to these many interinked and often conflicting objectives.

Integrated coastal area management should gradually become the standard approach

for tackling the problems affecting Mediterranean coastal areas. To this end, at naticnal and,
where relevant, at sub-national level, relevant legislation should be enacted and institutional
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capacities created or strengthened Apprapriate tools, such as remote sensing, geographic
information systems, systemic and prospective analysis, environmental impact assessment
and economic instruments, should also be developed and implemented.

This legislation should encourage protection of a large percentage of the coastal strip,
prevent continued urbanizafion and industrialization of the coastline, establish rules for
identification of natural areas to be protected, and ensure compatible use of the coast

At regional level, cooperation activities will be organized in order to:

- elaborate jointly the most appropnate planning methodologies;

- provide training, exchange of information and transfer of knowledge; and

- promote and facilitate cooperation with international institutions likely to support coastal
area management policies

1.5 Elements for a Mediterranean strategy

The concerns of sustainable development, highlighted by UNCED and resulting from
the complex links between socio-economic development and the environment, must be fully
clarified to allow a Mediterranean strategy, as well as national strategies on sustainable
development, to be defined. The effort to integrate sustainable management of natural
resources with stable economic development must be made a prionty throughout the
Mediterranean. To this end, the main activities at the regional level wili be:

- promoting and developing a function for the observation and assessment of the
interaction between environment and development in the Mediterranean basin:

- based on existing relevant activities at national and regional level,

- cantributing to the provision of technical support for the development of similar
national functions when requested by governments;

- recelving, processing and analyzing relevant information on Mediterranean
environment and development;

- analyzing developments in the interaction between environment and
development in order to assist the decision-making process, and

- elaborating sustainable development indicators applicable to the Mediterranean
along the lines developed by UNCED and other international and regional
institutions.

- exchanging experiences on sustainable economic development, and
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- farmulating of practical recommendations to facilitate integration of natural rescurce
management and economic development when preparing national development
policies.

At the national level, the main activities will be

- establishment of structures - mainly interministerial - such as Commissions on
Sustainable Development, aimed at bringing together all institutions engaged in
formulating sustainable development policies;

- formulation of national strategies for sustainable development, including in particular
creating the relevant financial instruments; and

- formulation of sectoral policies, incorporating environmental issues, In prionty areas
such as energy, industry, transport, agriculture and tourism.,

1.6 National and local capacity building
The ability of the Mediterranean countries to embark on the path of sustainable
development will largely be determined by their capacity to evaluate problems, determine the
level of priority of urgent needs, find response strategies and provide the means to carry out
such policies.
- At the national institutional level, policies for sustainable development call for an
organizational framework that will ensure liaison with all relevant public administrations
and agencies within the context of inferministenal coordination.

- At the local level, capacities for designing and implementing sustainable development
strategies will also be developed.

Capacity building will aim at developing the means available, and improving levels of
training, in the following fields:

- science and technology related to the interaction between development and the
environment,

- management of public services associated with the environment; and

- management of enterprises whose operation has an impact on the environment

2. CONSERVATION OF NATURE, LANDSCAPE AND SITES

The Mediterranean, with its landscapes and its varied and unique natural heritage, with
its age-old past made evident by the innumerable historic sites, represents for its inhabitants
and for the millions of tourists who visit it every year a common heritage which deserves {o
be protected and conserved for present and future generations. However, the negative
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impacts of uncontrolled urban, industrial and tourist development and the lack of appropriate
environmental strategies are now becoming very evident. The massive occupation of the
coastline and the discharge and dumping of large amounts of solid and liquid wastes into the
sea, together with the over-exploitation of natural resources, constitute a threat to the
preservation of the ecological balance and the survival of species, as well as to the
conservation of several sites of great natural and historic value and of the exceptional
Mediterranean landscapes

In the Mediterranean, examples of coastal management which have the protection of
nature, the landscape and historic sites as their objective are still very rare or geographically
iimited. A shortage of environmentally sound management strategies, under the pressure of
rapid socio-economic development, has in fact for too long favoured activities in which the
short-term economic advantages were ensured but which had, in the long term, negative
effects on the conservation of the Mediterranean coasts. It is evident that this negative trend
could be effectively reversed if its consequences for the Mediterranean environment and its
biological diversity were made widely known and if the planning and development strategies
of the various subregions of the Mediterranean included the rational management of their
natural and cultural heritage.

This component of MAP Phase Il takes fully into account the Barcelona Convention
and the Protocol concerning Specially Protected Areas and Biological Diversity in the
Mediterranean and aims at proposing to the Contracting Parties a programme of activities that
will assist them to protect and sustainably manage the natural and cultural Mediterranean
hentage, thus contributing to the sustainable development of the region.

The proposed activities have been developed In line with the results of UNCED, in
particular Agenda 21, the Convention on Biological Diversity and the action programme
MED 21.

The actwvities will be implemented by the Contracting Parties in coordination with, and
with the assistance of, the MAP Secretariat and the competent Regional Activity Centres.
They will be implemented, as appropriate, in cooperation and coordination with the relevant
programmes of the United Nations and the Secretariats of the Conventions, the European
Union, especially its NATURA 2000 Network, and other international organizations concerned,
as well as with NGOs and networks particularly active in specific fields, in order to create an
integrated and efficient synergy in the region and avoid duplication of work

Five types of activities will be carried out within the framework of the implementation
of the Protocol:

- collection of data and periodic assessment of the situation;

- legal measures,

- planning and management;

- public awareness and participation; and

- exchange of experience and strengthening of natural capabilities
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241 Collection of data and periodic assessment of the situation

If the level of knowledge on the extent and status of conservation of the historic and
cultural heritage of the Mediterranean region can be considered satisfactory, the same cannot
be said with regard to the natural heritage, knowledge of which 1s still very fragmentary. ltis
therefore important to carry out research and studies o fill the existing gaps for the purpose
of defining appropriate action

The main objective of the present programme is therefore the overall assessment of
the status and, where possible, the evolution of biclogical diversity in the Mediterranean so
as to protect it better. 1t will include-

- at the regional levei, the preparation of inventones of natural sites and elements of
iological diversity of common Mediterranean interest, and of lists of the threatened
and/or endangered species of the region and natural sites, and

- at the national level, the preparation of inventories of species and sites of special
natural value as well as of areas with rare or fragile ecosystems that are reserves of
biological diversity and are important for threatened and/or endangered species.

Such inventories and lists will be prepared according to common criteria jointly
established by the Contracting Parties, will be kept regularly updated and used as the basis
for conservation and planning programmes, using as appropriate the best avallable
techniques.

2.2  Legal measures

Legislation on the protection of the natural and cultural heritage is at present
insufficient in many Mediterranean countries and it 1s therefore necessary to adopt modern
and adequate legisfation in order to support the impiementation of conservation policies,

It is also necessary for the Parties take the measures required to ensure that the legal
measures adopted are actually implemented,

The following activities will be implemented-

- the institution by Contracting Parties of appropriate legal provisions by adopting
instruments to allow for legal protection of sites of special interest because of therr
natural and/or cultural vaiue. The methods and inventories developed in the European
Union and in international organizations could serve as a basis in this respect. Special
attention will be given 1n the Mediterranean to the habitais of threatened species, to
insular environments and to archaeological remains, including underwater ports,
structures and wrecks;

- the granting of iegal protection status to the threatened and/or endangered specles

identified In the above-mentioned lists. In this regard, the mank seal and the different
species of Mediterranean marine turtles and cetaceans deserve special attentian;
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- the creation of national mechanisms fo monitor implementation of the protection
measures instituted; and

- the establishment of a list of "Specially Protected Areas of Mediterranean Importance"
(SPAMI) and a list of endangered species

2.3  Planning and management

In addition to the legal protection of the sites, it is essential for such sites to be the
object of a management system which, while ensuring the preservation of their natural and/or
cultural values, would promote the social aspects, in particular those related to education,
awareness, research and recreation.

In the planning process for the protected areas, the role that they could play in the
development of economically depressed areas, for example, through the promotion of
environment-friendly tourism and tourism in cultural sites, should also be taken into account.

It will also be necessary to identify the processes and factors which have or are likely
to have adverse effects on the conservation of bioclogical diversity and at the same time to
carry out monitoring and periodic assessment of the conservation status of the sites and the
species possessing a special status,

Forms of active management are equally necessary for the conservation of most
species.

The following activities will therefore be implemented:

- the formuiation and adoption of national strategies to ensure the conservation of
biological diversity and the cultural hentage and therr integration in development and
planning policies;

- the formulation and adoption, at the regional and national levels, of specific action
plans for the conservation and management of sites, habitats, ecosystems and
threatened and/or endangered species and alse the implementation of the action plans
already adopted,

- the effective management of protected sites, in particular through the formulation,
adoption and implementation of specific management plans;

- the establishment of land-policy tools allowing iasting protection of the areas to be
protected, including those outside protected areas;

- the encouragement of active public participation in the conservation and management
of protected species and sites;

- the establishment of a Mediterranean diploma, awarded in the course of Ordinary
Meetings of the Contracting Parties, for a "Specially Protected Area of Mediterranean
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Importance" (SPAMI) distinguished by the implementation of specific and concrete
achvities in the field of management and conservation of the Mediterranean natural
heritage, and

- the preparation of specific regional activities or projects for the conservation of nature
and biological diversity with a view to mobilizing the necessary financial resources
outside the Mediterranean Trust Fund.

2.4  Public awareness and participation

Without public support, the application of nature protection and conservation measures
cannot achieve results commensurate with the challenges and threats looming over the natural
hentage of the Mediterranean.

By informing and inculcating awareness in particular target groups and in the general
public, it has been possible in several countries not only to lessen opposition to certain
conservation programmes but even, in some cases, to achieve active public participation.

The main objectives of this component are to consolidate awareness and information
at both local and national, as well as regional, levels in addition to ensuring the rapid
circulation of scientific research results, The following activities will be undertaken:

- development of education and information programmes to arouse public awareness,
together with inthatives aimed at special target groups {young people, fishermen,
people connected with protected areas),

- promotion of speedy dissemination of available data by various means, inciuding the
media, concerning the state of habitats and populations and the threats affecting them,
especially for protected species, and on the management and conservation activities
and programmes conducted; and

- establishment at national and/or local levels, and periodic assessment of information
and awareness programmes in line with the conservation measures carned out or
envisaged

2.5 Exchange of experience and strengthening of national capabilities

The protection and management of the natural and cuitural heritage need specific
competences and adequate financial and technical resources. In the Mediterranean region,
there are at present wide differences in the availability of such competences and technologies
For the developing countries of the Mediterranean the improvement of national capabilities in
these fields represents an important aspect of strengthening inter-Mediterranean cooperation
for the protection of the natural and cultural heritage, and for better participation in regional
programmes.
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The main objective of the present programme is the improvement of the institutional
capabilities of the Mediterranean countries in the field of conservation and management of
natural resources and of the cultural heritage.

This objective will be reached through:

- technical cooperation and transfer of knowledge among the Contracting Parties and
other actors;

- the establishment of networks to improve the exchange of experience among
Mediterranean experts, especially in the field of protected areas and sites,

- the preparation of training programmes in scientific, technical and managenal fields for
personnel involved in the formulation and implementaticn of conservation measures
and management; and

- assistance to countries in the formulation of projects eligible to be financed by
international financial donors.

3. ASSESSMENT, PREVENTION AND ELIMINATION OF MARINE POLLUTION

Since the adoption of the Mediterranean Action Plan in 1975, individual Mediterranean
countries and the Mediterranean region as a whole have made considerable progress in the
protection of the Mediterranean manne environment against chronic or accidental pollution.
Despite such progress, the coastal region of the Mediterranean is under considerable stress,
The seclution to the problem requires coordinated actions of assessment, prevention and
elimination of pollution, bearing in mind the inseparable character of the relationship between
economic development and environment.

In line with the concepts and recommendations of UNCED and in particular Agenda
21, this component of MAP Phase Il provides the basis for actions related to assessment,
prevention and elimination of marine pollution from land-based and sea-based activities, in the
perspective of sustainable development.

The main objective of this component 1s the elimination of pollution of the
Mediterranean Sea from land-based and sea-based activities

3.1  Assessment of pollution-related problems
Assessment of pollution-retated problems allows present uncertainties when facing
management decisions to be reduced and the links between inputs, concentrations and effects

of pollutants clarified. Such an assessment started in the Mediterranean several decades ago
in MAP, through its MED POL programme.
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Through this programme, which has been implemented jointly with relevant United
Nations agencies, a Mediterranean network of over 150 institutions participating in research
and monitoring of marine pollution has been established; many of these instifutions received
assistance In capacity-building.

The results of these activities have been used as a basis for the preparation of
assessment documents presented to the Contracting Parties, legal instruments and common
measures for pollution control. Even though many data were accumulated on the main
pollutants, their sources, and basic pathways and their fate in the environment, gaps in
knowledge still exist, among them are a lack of quantitative data on pollution sources,
inadequate geographical coverage in the South, poor information on the environmental fate
of pollutants and missing links between levels and the effects on biclogical communities.

The objective of this component is assessment of the following:

- levels and trends in the load of pollutants reaching the Mediterranean Sea from tand-
based and sea-based sources;

- levels, trends and effects of pollutants in the marine environment,

- risks of pollutants for marine life, fishenes and human heaith in coastal waters,
estuaries and open waters;

- state of the treatment and disposal of hquid and solid waste in the Mediterranean
coastal region;

- pollution prevention and clean production processes and the dissemination of
information and expertise to allow all parties to implement such processes, and

- extent to which the Mediterranean marine environment is affected by marine pollution
from ships and 1s at risk from a major marine accident.

The activities to he carried out in order to achieve the stated objectives are:

Regional level

- to collect information on the levels and trends of loads of pollutants reaching the
Mediterranean Sea;

- to complete the existing network of national programmes for monitoring of polliution,
based on adequate observation and monitoring fechniqgues and incorporating
mandatory data quality assurance programmes;

- to collect information on the state of the treatment and disposal of iquid and solid

wastes in the Mediterranean coastal region and to present such information to the
Contracting Parties;
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- to collect information on the effects of pollution, including that coming from ships, on
the marine environment,

- to provide the Contracting Parties, interested groups and individuals with informaftion
about general and specific poliution-related problems and potential short-ferm and
long-term threats to the Mediterranean region; and

- to collect and provide to other Parties information on pollution prevention, elimination
and clean production measures and processes in place.

National level

- {o establishimprove national monitoring programmes through assistance for capacity
building of national authorities and individual laboratories, training and data quality
assurance programmes.

3.2  Pollution prevention

3.2.1 Prevention and elimination of the pollution of the marine environment from land-
based activities

Marine pollution from land-based sources and activities has long been recognized as
a major problem in the manne environment. One of the responses of the Mediterranean
countries to this problem was the adoption of the Protocol for the Protection of the
Mediterranean Sea against Pollution from Land-Based Sources (LBS Protocol), which came
into force in 1883. In the framework of the implementation of the LBS Protocol, by the end of
1994 thirteen Mediterranean recommendations concerning common measures for the control
of LBS of pollution had been adopied by the Contracting Parties. As & measure for
strengthening the Protocol further, the marine pollution monitoring and research programme
(MED POL), carmed out in the framework of the Mediterranean Action Plan, 1s gradually
refocusing on problems of direct relevance to the prevention and elimination of pollution from
land-based activities.

The objective of this component 1s:

- the protection of the Mediterranean marine environment from the pollution from land-
based activities. This objective will be met through the specific activities arising from
the provisions of the LBS Protocol and common measures for the elimination of
poliution This objective could be achieved through the formulation and adoption of a
regional action plan for the reduction and, as far as possible, the elimination of
pollution from land-based actities, which will include quantitative objectives and a
calendar of implementation. Such a plan should be based on the following principles
integrated coastal zone and river basin management; the precautionary principle; the
polluter-pays principle; the clean production technology principle; an anticipatory rather
than reactive approach; environmental impact assessment, environmental accounting,
economic instruments (user fees, specific taxes, pricing policies and practices) and
voluntary agreements (covenanis).

119



The following activities are recommended:

Regional level

to develop proposals for concrete measures for pollution prevention, reduction and
elimnation, based on the precautionary approach, as required by the Barcelona
Convention and its Protocols;

to develop technical guidelines for the implementation of the measures adopted and
to assist developing countries in their implementation and enforcement,

to collect information on the iImplementation of the measures adopted or recommended
by the Contracting Parties and on their effectiveness, and to inform the Contracting
Parties accordingly; and

to identify problems experienced by the Contracting Parties in the implementation of
the measures and to formutate proposals which may help to overcome those problems.

National level

to formulate and implement national action programmes or plans, based on the
precautionary approach, ta prevent and eliminate pollution from land-based activities.
Such programmes or plans should include, as appropriate

- the setting up or the strengthening of a public administration specialized in the
prevention of and fight against pollution and the provision of adequate funds for
its funding;

- development of adequate naticnal legal instruments and the formulation and
adoption of measures for prevention and elimination of pollution;

- the creation or strengthening of bodies of environmental inspectors having
specific training and administrative authority;

- the use of appropriate economic instruments deriving from the "polluter pays"

principle and the precautionary approach;

- encouraging voluntary agreements (covenants) for the reduction and elimination
of pollution, where appropriate,

- establishing a calendar for the full implementation of the common measures
against pollution adopted by the Contracting Parties, as well as the relevant
points of the Genoa Declaration,

- to develop and implement nattonal compliance monitoring programmes, carried
out by participating national collaborating institutions; and
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- provision for mandatory country reporting on the implementation of national
action plans, including the monitoring of compliance.

3.2.2 Prevention of and response to the pollution of the marine environment from sea-
based activities

This component of MAP Phase 1l aims at proposing strategies and activities which will
support and supplement national efforts for the prevention of, preparedness for and response
to the pollution of the marine environment from sea-based activities

(a) Prevention of pollution of the manne environment from ships

Among the world's oceans, the traffic density of merchant vessels in the Mediterranean
1s particularly important About 30 per cent of international sea-horne trade volume originates
from or is directed to the 300 Mediterranean ports, or passes through the Mediterranean Sea.

Marine poliution from ships 15, to a considerable extent, due to madequate
implementation and insufficient enforcement of international standards. In the course of
routine operations, ships may discharge inte the sea, a wide variety of substances such as oily
wastes, noxious liquid substances, sewage and garbage The discharge into the sea of such
substances is a significant source of pollution of the marne environment. Ship design,
maintenance and operation in compliance with the higher standard adopted within the
International Maritime Organization, as well as the availability of port reception facilities, will
largely reduce pollution to acceptable levels.

Following the Genoa Declaration (1985), which included among priority targets to be
achieved the establishment of port reception facilities for dirty ballast waters and other oily
residues, an Action Plan concerning the provision of adequate port reception facilites within
the Mediterranean region was adopted In the framework of the MAP in Calro in December
1991

The objectives of this component are:

- the prevention of pollution of the Mediterranean marine environment from ships by
providing incentives and encouragement for the adoption, effective implementation and
enforcement of the intemational conventions for the prevention of the pollution from
ships; and

- the establishment, where necessary, of port reception facilities for the collection of
liquid and solid wastes generated from ships (oily and chemical residues, sewage and
garbage)

The following activittes to be carried out in order to achieve the stated objectives will
be implemented with the assistance of the competent Regional Activity Centre and the
cooperation of the International Maritime Organization:
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Regicnal tevel

- to implement the Action Plan concerning the provision of adequate port reception
faciities within the Mediterranean region (adopted in Cairo in December 1991);

- to promote regional cooperation n the field of Port State Controi,

- to promote regicnal cooperation in monitoring manne pollution from ships, especially
that from illegal discharges, enforcing the provisions of MARPOL 73/78 more
rigorously; and

- to develop technical guidelines for the establishment and operation of shore reception
facilities for wastes generated by maritime transport-related activities.

National level

- to assist In the design and implementation of projects related to the establishment and
operation of port reception facilities; and

- to assist Contracting Parties which face difficulties in ratifying, implementing and
enforcing the relevant international conventions,

{b) Preparedness for, response to and cooperation in cases of accidental marine poliution

In the Mediterranean Sea the risks of an mcident likely to cause massive pollution by
oil or by other hazardous substances continues {o be high. The Mediterranean Sea Is a major
route for transporting oil and gas from the Middle East and North Africa to Europe and North
Amenca (20 per cent of oil carried worldwide by ships), and the region has about 58 major oll
loading and unloading ports,

Moaost of the countries are not in a position to rely solely on their own resources when
dealing with a major marine pollution accident. Regional cooperation and mutual assistance
are therefore indispensable The pooling of resources and expertise will provide a cost
effective way of combating spills. In order to be quick and effective, both cooperation and
assistance have to be planned and organized.

in 1976 the Mediterranean countries adopted a Protocol concerning Cooperation in
Combating Ol Pollution of the Mediterranean Sea by Oil and Other Harmful Substances in
Cases of Emergency. This Protocol provides the legal and institutional framework for actions
of regicnal cooperation In combating accidental marine pollution and decided to set up a
Regional Centre with a view to assisting them in implementing the Protocol. The Regional
Centre (REMPEC) 1s administered by the International Maritime Organization.

Since 1976, activities have been undertaken which have helped to develop the

individual and collective capabilities of the coastal States of the Mediterranean to combat
accidental marine pellution by oil and hazardous substances
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The objectives of this component are:

the development of national, bilateral and/or subregional systems for preparedness for
and response fo accidental marine pollution by oil and other hazardous substances,
including organizational structure, contingency plans, trained personnel and approprate
poliution response means; and

the organization of cooperation among Contracting Parties in preparing for and
responding to accidental manne pollution In case of emergency.

The activities to be carried out in order to achieve the stated objectives are:

Reaional level

to develop and maintain a regional information system including computerized tools for
assisting in marine poliution response,

to adopt measures for facilitating cooperation among countries in order to respond to
accidents causing or likely to cause pollution of the sea by oil and other harmful
substances;

to prepare guidelines, manuals, documents and reference publications relevant to
preparedness for and response to accidental marine pollution, and

to facilitate and coordinate international cooperation and mutual assistance and to
provide, in case of emergency, advisory assistance upon request.

Subregional level

to develop subregional operational agreements for combating major marine pollution
accidents, affecting or hkely to affect the territorial sea, coasts and related interests of
neighbouring countries

National level

(c}

to develop a national system, including the training of personnel, for preparedness for
and response to accidental marine pollution; and

to assist in the design and implementation of pilot demonstration projects

Prevention of the pollution of the manne environment by dumping from ships and
aircraft

Pollution of the marine environment by dumping of wastes or other matter from ships

and aircraft, if not controlled, poses an environmental danger in the Mediterranean Sea.
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The objective of this programme is.

the prevention and abatement of pollution of the Mediterranean Sea Area caused by
dumping from ships and aircraft. This objective will be met through the specific
activities arising from the provisions of the Protocol for the Prevention of Pollution of
the Mediterranean Sea by Dumping from Ships and Aircraft.

The activities to be carried out in order to achieve the stated objective are:

Regqionzl level

to collect information on issuance of permits and dumping activities and to present
consolidated reports to the Contracting Parties;

to prepare technical guidelines regarding disposal methodology and monitonng of
disposal sites, and

to assess the implementation of this Protocol, and consider the efficiency of the
measures adopted and the need for any other measures.

National level

(d)

to assist the Contracting Parties to take, individually or through bilateral or multilateral
cooperation, all appropriate measures to prevent and abate pollution of the
Mediterranean Sea, as specified in the Dumping Protocol;

to adhere strictly to the adopted procedure on issuance of permits and submission of
national annual reports on dumping permits and activities; and

to develop and implement programmes for the monitoring of established dumping sites

Prevention_and control of the poliution of the marine environment resulting from
exploration and exploitation of the continental shelf and the seabed and its subsoil

The activities related to the exploration and exploitation of the continental shelf and the

seabed and its subsoil are an important potential source of pollution for the Mediterranean.
In particular, exploration, rig construction, driling mud, water discharge, operational ofl
discharges, loading and accidents represent a realistic threat to the Mediterranean marine
environment

The objective of this component is the protection of the Mediterranean manne

environment from ali forms of poliution resulting from offshore activities. This objective will be
met through specific activities arising from the provisions of the Protocol for the Protection of
the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution resulting from Exploration and Exploitation of the
Continental Shelf and the Seabed and its Subsoil.

124



The activities to be carned out in order to achieve the stated objective are-

Regional level

to promote cooperation among Contracting Parties, with the assistance of competent
regional or international crganizations, to formulate and implement programmes of
assistance to developing countries including training of personnel and acquisition of
appropnate equipment; and

to formulate and adopt common standards for the disposal of oil and oily mixtures and
for the use and disposal of drilling fluids and drill cuttings.

National level
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to monitor the effects of the activites on the environment through the creation of
national monitoring programmes, and

to organize research studies and programmes enabling the carrying out of the activities
with minimum rnisk of pollution.

Prevention and control of the pollution of the environment resulting from
transboundary movements of hazardous wastes and their disposal

in the Mediterranean, a crossroads between three continents and countries at different

levels of industrial and socio-economic development, transboundary movements of hazardous
wastes have become a serious potential threat especially for the developing countries of the
region. Itis in fact known that only a small part of the hazardous wastes produced 1s disposed
of through hazardous wastes disposal technology.

The objectives of this component are

the protection of the Mediterranean environment against pollution caused by
transboundary movements and the disposal of hazardous waste;

the prohibition of all exports of hazardous waste from the OECD countries of the
Mediterranean to countries which are not Member States of the European Union; and

the early ratification and implementation of the draft Protocol for the Prevention of
Pollutior of the Mediterranean Sea resulting from the Transboundary Movements of
Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, as well as of the Basel Convention.

The activities to be carried out in order to achieve the stated objectives are:
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Regional level

-

to develop appropriate guidelines for the evaluation of damage, as well as rules and
procedures In the field of liability and compensation for damage resulting from the
transboundary movement and disposal of hazardous wastes;

to develop new clean production methods for reducing and eliminating hazardous
wastes; and

to establish regional cooperation for the prevention and control of transboundary
movements of hazardous wastes.

National level

3.3

to assist the Contracting Parties to reduce to a minimum, and where possible
eliminate, the generation and transboundary movement of hazardous wastes in the
Mediterranean,

to assist the Contracting Parties to take appropriate legal, administrative and other
measures within the area under their junsdiction in order to prohibit the export and
transit of hazardous wastes to developing countries, and

to develop programmes for financial and technical assistance to developing countries
for the implementation of the Hazardous Wastes Protocol.

Supporting measures

The assessment, prevention and elimination of marine poliution in the Mediterranean

cannot be achieved without a strong nafional institutional basis supported with adequate
financial resources, equipment and experts. While the situation in developed countries of the
Mediterranean region seems adequate to deal with the implementation of this component, the
capacity of the developing countrnies will need further strengthening.

The objective of this component is the building of the institutional capabilities of the

Contracting Parties for the assessment and elimination of marine pollution

The activities to be carried out in order to achieve the stated objectives are

to provide advice on legal, technical and fiscal policies, strategies, and practices which
may contribute to the implementation of the measures and targets adopted by the
Contracting Parties,

to prepare guidelines, manuals, documents and reference publications relevant to the
implementation of this component;

to formulate and implement pollution data quality assurance programmes;
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- to facilitate the exchange of information and access to and transfer of relevant
technologies;

- to organize individual and group training (e.g., seminars, workshops) of national
experts (administrators, technicians, scientists) in all subjects relevant to this
component;

- to formulate and mplement adequate educational and public awareness programmes;
and

- fo facilitate contacts with international financial institutions in order to obtain financial
support for the implementation of specific activities.

4., INFORMATION AND PARTICIPATION

Public information and public participation are a dimension essential to the policy of
sustainable development and environmental protection.

The objectives of this component are:

- to provide to the general public the information available on the state of the
development and environment of the Mediterranean and its evclution, and the
measures taken to improve it;

- to enhance the environmental awareness of the population, and create a common
approach to the environmental problems of the Mediterranean;

- to facilitate public access to activities for the protection and management of the
environment and access {o scientific knowledge in a proper manner; and

- to mobilize and ensure the participation and involvement of major actors concerned
(local and provincial communities, economic and soctal groups, consumers, etc).

To achieve the stated objectives on the national and regional levels, the actions
needed are’

- to implement coordinated information campaigns and special activites on
environmental protection, directed towards managers and decision-makers, as well as
children, students, teachers and tounsts;

- to launch educational programmes aimed at mforming the public and young people in
particular, of the value and the rarity of natural heritage, the need to avoid degradation
of natural and urban environments, and the importance of public participation in their
conservation and management;
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- to continue and expand publication and distnbution of brochures, leafiets, posters,
reperts, newsletters and other information material, as well as the use of the media in
all its forms;

- to enhance and strengthen the exchange of information and expenence on
environmental problems of the region, and to develop cooperation in this field;

- to ensure, through the Coardinating Unit and the Regional Activity Centres, that all
relevant IGOs and NGOs have appropnate access to information concerning MAP, and
actively participate in MAP activities accordingly; and

- to publish the Report on the State and Evolution of the Mediterranean Environment at
regular intervals.

Il STRENGTHENING OF THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK

While the development of international environmental law has accelerated rapidly since
the Stockholm Conference of 1972, UNCED has placed emphasis on the increased evolution
of international environmental [aw towards sustainable development, paying special attention
to the delicate balance between environmental and developmental concemns.

The Agenda 21 programme emphasized the importance of the use of law to achieve
this balance and contribute to the process of monitoring cempliance

During their twenty years of cooperation, the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona
Convention (1976) have adopted a number of important legal instruments which, result in
fostering cooperation. These include:

- Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution (Barcelona,
1976);

- Protocol for the Prevention of Pollution of the Mediterranean Sea by Dumping from
Ships and Aircraft (Barcelona, 1976),

- Protocol concerning Co-operation in Combating Pollution of the Mediterranean Sea by
Oil and Other Harmful Substances in Cases of Emergency {Barcelona, 1976);

- Protocol for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Poliution from Land-
Based Sources (Athens, 1980);

- Protocol concerning Mediterranean Specially Protected Areas (Geneva, 1982); and
- Protocol for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Poliution resulting from

Exploration and Exploitation of the Continental Shelf and the Seabed and its Subsoil
(Madrid, 1994).
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With regard to the legal aspects, MAP Phase Il will resuit in an amended Convention
for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution, an amended Protccot for the
Prevention of Pollution of the Mediterranean Sea by Dumping from Ships and Aircraft, and a
new Protocol concerning Mediterranean Specially Protected Areas and Biodiversity In the
Mediterranean.

It is also expected that a new protocol on the protection of the Mediterranean region
against pollution deriving from the transboundary movements and disposal of hazardous
wastes will soon be adopted, as well as amendmenis to the Protocol for the Protection of the
Mediterranean Sea against Poliution from Land-based Sources.

These amended texts take into consideration the development of international
environmental law and the introduction of the sustainable development concept

As to the legal aspect, MAP Phase |l will be implemented onh the basis of the foliowing:

- developing further appropriate legal instruments in order to strengthen and consolidate
the legal basis of Mediterranean cooperation;

- supporting the Mediterranean countries, in particular developing countries, n theirr
efforts to develop and upgrade their environmental regulations related to the protection
of the environment and sustainable development, be fully invoived in regional and
infernational negotiations dealing with the protection of the environment and
sustainable development and be assisted in achieving the early entry into force and
effective implementation of regional and relevant intemnational environmental
agreements,

- providing developing Mediterranean countries with technical assistance in therr
attempts to enhance their national legislative provisions in the field of environmental
protection and sustainable development with a view to clarifying them and enhancing
their effectiveness:

- enhancing full, effective and prompt implementation of the lega! mstruments adopted
by the Contracting Parties at the regional level is a prereqguisite for future cooperation
and partnership of the Mediterranean countries in their efforts to protect their
environment and develop therr region in a sustainable manner,

- upgrading administrative capacity by means of a system of permits and control, as well
as strengthening jurisdictional capacity building, in the field of environmental law at the
national leve!, will contribute largely to the effective implementation of regional and
national laws and agreements related to environmental protection and sustainable
development in the Mediterranean region; and

- carrying out periodic review and assessment should be undertaken by Mediterranean
countnes with a view to evaluating and promoting the effectiveness of their regional
laws and regulations and to promoting the integration of environmental and sustainable
development policies through effective national laws and regional agreements
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The Contracting Parties play a fundamental role in ensuring the success of the
Mediterranean Action Plan, in particular by working on the strengthening and development of
a legal framework at the national and regional levels related to the protection of the
environment and sustainable development.

The Contracting Parties will ensure at all times that the instruments they create at
regional and nationat levels are in keeping with the development of internationat environmental
law.

. INSTITUTIONAL AND FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS
1. INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS

At the institutional level, the Mediterranean Action Plan Phase Il wili be implemented
in line with the following'

- the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention exercise the functions established
by the Convention in the framework of therr Ordinary and Extracrdinary meetings.
They approve the activities and budget of MAP Phase Il. They appoint a Bureau which
assume some of their responsibilites during the interval between meetings of the
Contracting Parties;

- the Contracting Parties have desighated the United Nations Environment Programme
as responsible for carrying out the function of the Secretanat;

- to ensure this function, the Executive Director of UNEP has established a Coordinating
Unit. The Unit prepares the meetings of the Contracting Parties and of the Bureau,
and is responsible for following up the decisions taken. The Unit maintains relations
and coordinates its activities with international and non-governmental organizations.
The Unit reports regularly on its activities and those of the Regional Activity Centres;

- the Regional Activity Centres are established by the Protocals or by the meeting of the
Contracting Parties on the proposal of a Party which provides the necessary means
and facllities for their operation. They are responsible for carrying out specific activities
agreed upon by the Contracting Parties under the general guidance and supervision
of the Coordinating Unit for the Mediterranean Action Plan of UNEP Their status is
harmonized in formal agreements between UNEP and the host countries;

- The Mediterranean Commission on Sustaimable Development is established in the
framework of MAP. It constitutes a forum for open dialogue and consuitation with all
relevant partners on policies for promoting sustainable development in the
Mediterranean Basin on the basis of activites and contributions identified by MAP
Phase |l and implemented by Parties and the MAP in line with Agenda MED 21. It
advises on activity programmes and formulates the necessary recommendations for
Contracting Parties. The Coordinating Unit provides Secretariat services for the
Commission,;
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- ad hoc advisory working groups may be established by the Contracting Parties to
follow up the implementation of the Protocols or of specific programmes;

- each Contracting Party, within its national administration, appoints one or more focai
points responsible for the follow-up and coordination of MAP activities at national level,
and for ensuring the dissemination of information. Specific focal points are also
appointed by the naticnal focal point to follow up implementation of a Protocol or the
activities of a Regional Activity Centre.

2. FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS

The Contracting Parties consider and adopt the budget prepared by the Coordinating
Unit. This budget is financed by contributions from the Contracting Parties, voluntary
contributions from governments, supporting organizations and selected non-governmental
sources, as well as clearly identified counterpart contributions.

The contributions of the Contracting Parties are assessed on the basis of a mutually
agreed scale taking into account the United Nations scale of assessment

The Mediterranean Trust Fund is established within the framework of the United
Nations Environment Programme to ensure the effective coordination and funding of the
Mediterranean Action Plan An appropriate revolving fund is maintained.

The Mediterranean Trust Fund is managed in accordance with the financial rules of the

United Nations Environment Programme. These rules may be amended in agreement with
UNEP.
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APPENDIX Il
PRIORITY FIEL.DS OF ACTIVITIES
FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT
IN THE MEDITERRANEAN BASIN

(1996-2005)

The Ninth Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention (Barcelona,
5-8 June 1995) approved, and the Conference of Plenipotentiaries (8-10 June 1995) adopted
the following Priority Fields of Activities for the forthcoming decade (1996-2005) which take
into account Agenda MED 21,

1. INTEGRATION OF ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

0
(ii)

(iki)

To formulate national sirategies for sustainable development.

To develop appropriate instruments for monitoring and assessment
of the environment and development in the Mediterranean basin.

To develop a regional framework and a programme for
environmental health action plan within the context of sustainable
development.

2 INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

21  Integrated water management

(i

(if)
(iii)
{iv)

(V)

To promote the preparation in each country of instruments for
integrated water management based, as far as possible, on
hydrographic basins.

To promote water resources protection and anti-drought measures.

To promote rational water demand management tools.

To propose measures and technigues on sustainable utilization of
water for various uses.

To promote the establishment of national water resources quality and
quantity monitoring systems.
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2.2

2.3

24

25

26

(vi) To promote appropriate treatment and reuse of waste water and
saline water.

(vii) To encourage the installation of infrastructures for the treatment of
urban sewage of 100 Mediterranean coastal cities corresponding to
a pollutant load of approximately 10 million people.

Soil management

()] To evaluate and menitor the vulnerability of soil resources.

(ii) To protect and preserve soils by implementing preventive measures.

(iii) To promote rehabilitation of degraded land and resferation of plant
cover.

The fight against erosion and desertification

(1) To promote measures against erosion and desertification.

{ii) To promote implementation of the Convention on Desertification.
Management of forests and plant cover

(i) To promote sustainable management of forest resources and
participate in the Mediterranean Forest Action Programme.

(ii) To enhance national capability and prepare national or regional
emergency plans against fire hazard and promote appropriate
techniques and means.

Management of genetic resources

(i) To prepare appropriate measures of in-situ protection of genetic
resources.
(ii) To promote the creation of a bank of genes and the rational use of

genetic resources at couniry level
Marine living resources

)] To develop common resource management policies inspired by the
precautionary principle.
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(n)

To Implement international conventions concerning fisheries
especially the code of conduct for responsible fishing.

INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT OF COASTAL AREAS

®

(1)

(i)

To develop appropriate measures and fechniques for integrated
management of coastal areas and coastline protection.

To develop the capabilities of each country in this field through
training.

To formulate and implement programmes on management of coastal
areas, particularly in piiot zones.

WASTE MANAGEMENT

V)

(vi)

To prepare and adopt national programmes on reduction and
environmental management of hazardous wastes on the basis of
methodology guidelines for rafional environmental management.

To prepare and adopt national programmes on the environmental
management of urban wastes on the basis of methodology
guidelines for rational environmental management.

To encourage the installation of controlled discharges or treatment
plants in coastal towns of over 100,000 inhabitants.

To encourage the installation of at least one secure depot and,
where necessary, a treatment plant for hazardous wastes in each
Mediterranean country

To ban export by OECD member countries of toxic wastes and other
residues including radioactive materials to Mediterranean countries
not members of the European Union.

To stimulate actions for the control of marine and coastal litter
especially persistent synthetic materials.

AGRICULTURE

®

(ii)

To participate in the programmes and activities of international
organizations, especially FAQ, on sustainable agricultural and rural
development in the Mediterranean.

To encourage the preparation of national and regional strategies in
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(i)

(iv)

the Mediterranean based on controlled, appropriate and rational use
of seeds, fertilizers and pesticides, including improvement of seeds.

To develop the use of irrigation techniques contributing to water
saving.

To identify pilot areas for developing the application and exchange
of experience on sustainable agriculturai development.

INDUSTRY AND ENERGY

(M

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

To identify the best available and environmentally sound techniques
and best environmental practices, prioritizing the aspects of
availability, accessibility, cost and effectiveness, especially in the
production and use of energy, paper, tanneries and derivatives,
cement works, metallurgy, agro-industries, and organic and inarganic
chemical industry.

To promote the development and application of programmes for the
transfer, adapfation of and expertise in appropriate technology,
prioritizing clean and safe technologies and taking inio account the
additional costs involved.

To develop and implement programmes to reduce polluting
emissions and monitor industrial residues.

To promote and facilitate the use of new and renewable sources of
energy in the domestic, public and private sectors.

TRANSPORT

(i

(ii)

(iif)

To promote, in accordance with the MARPOL Convention, the
installation of port reception facilities for the collection of solid and
liguid wastes generated by ships.

To encourage the installation of navigational aids and monitoring
systems.

To promote regional cooperation for control of the implementation by

ships of the relevant international Conventions on the protection of
the marine environment from poliution by ships.
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10.

TOURISM
0
(ii)

(i)

To develop activities for rational management of coastal tourism.

To prepare and implement national programmes for the
diversification of tourism.

To encourage the development of tourism that respects the
environment and the cultural heritage.

URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND THE ENVIRONMENT

(i)

(i)

(i)

To encourage town decision-makers to apply sustainable
development policies in compliance with Agenda 21 and keeping in
mind the United Nations Conference "Habitat 11",

To promote active urban policies for energy control, non-polluting
transport, waste management, sustainable use of water, and the
creation of urban amenities, paying greater attention to
underprivileged districts.

To develop and implement programmes for the rehabilitation of
zones affected by recent hostilities.

INFORMATION

(i)

(ii)

iii)

To encourage the development of methodology for applying the
participation approach in the process of decision-making related to
sustainable development at national and local levels.

To increase the flow of information on the environment and the
Mediterranean Action Plan Phase Il to governments and national and
international institutions and to promote greater public awareness
regarding these matters.

To prepare public information on the scientific and technical data and
information produced by MAP Phase Il and to promote and
encourage production at national leve! of public information to back
up information and awareness campaigns on the environment and
sustainable development.
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1.

12,

ASSESSMENT, PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF MARINE POLLUTION

()

(i)

(iii)

(iv)
V)

To assess, on the basis of agreed methodologies, the inputs of
pollutants in the sea from water courses, the atmosphere and diffuse
sources, and to evaluate in each country the major sources of
marine pollution.

To prepare evaluations, at national and regional levels, on the quality
of the marine environment.

To promote the reduction of the amount of pollution carried into the
marine environment, particularly by strengthening capabilities for
implementing the 13 specific measures adopted.

To prepare and adopt guidelines on the dumping of dredging spoils.
To promote the establishment of national, bilateral and/or

subregional systems for preparedness for and response to accidental
marine pollution.

CONSERVATION OF NATURE, LANDSCAPE AND SITES

@

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

v)

(vi)

To prepare and approve national strategies for the conservation of
biodiversity.

To draw up inventories of the elements of Mediterranean biological
diversity, lists of threatened species and of sites of natural or cultural
value.

To draft and approve the annexes to the Protocol concerning
Specially Protected Areas and Biological Diversity in the
Mediterranean.

To enhance conservation and rational management of Mediterranean
wetlands.

To encourage the establishment of national inspection mechanisms
and land-use policy tools allowing protection of the coastal areas to
he safeguarded taking into account the specific conditions in each
country.

To apply, in cooperation with other organizations involved, action
plans on the monk seal, marine turtles and marine mammals.
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RESOLUTION I

Adoption of the Amendments to the Convention for the Protection
of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution and its Protocol for the Prevention of
Pollution of the Mediterranean Sea by
Dumping from Ships and Aircraft

The Conference,

Recalling the decisions of the Eighth Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties held
in Antalya from 12 to 15 October 1993 as well as the recommendation of the Bureau at their
Meeting in Rabat in June 1994 calling upon the Contracting Parties to examine amendments
to the Mediterranean Action Plan and the Convention and its Protocols,

Recalling further the recommendation of the Ninth Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting
Parties held in Barcelona from 5 to 8§ June 1995 to approve the amendments to the
Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution (hereinafter referred
to as "the Barcelona Convention") and to the Protocal for the Prevention of Pollution of the
Mediterranean Sea by Dumping from Ships and Aircraft (hereinafter referred to as "the
Dumping Protocol”,

Having adopted on this tenth day of June 1985 amendments to the Barcelona
Convention and the Dumping Protocol, the texts of which are contained in the Annex to this
Resolution,

Desirous of ensuring that the amendments to the Barcelona Convention and the
Dumping Protocol shall begin to produce beneficial effects at the earliest possible moment,

Hawving regard to Article 16 of the Convention providing for the amendment of the
Convention or Protocols,

Having regard furthermore to Article 29 of the Barcelona Convention, in which the
Government of Spain has been designated Depositary of the Convention and of any Protocol
thereto,

1 Adopts amendments to the Barcelona Convention consisting of:

{a) amendment to the fitle,

(o)) amendments to the preamble;

{c) amendments to Articles 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 20 and 21,

(d) the addition of new Articles 9A, 9B, 11A, 11B, 14A, 14B,
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(e) consequential renumbering of Articles 10 to 29.

Also adopts amendments to the Dumping Protocol consisting of

(a) amendment to the title;

{b) amendment to the preamble;

{c) amendments to Articles 1, 2, 3,4, 5,6, 7, 9, 10, 11 and 14,

{d) deletion of Annexes | and Il;

{e) amendment to Annex lil;

f consequential change to the Annex number;

Invites the Government of Spain to deposit the adopted amendments to the Barcelona
Convention and the Dumping Protocol in accordance with Article 16 of the Convention
and to receive instruments of acceptance as provided for In this Article,

Also invites the Contracting Parties to accept these amendments at the eariiest

possible date after receiving copies thereof by notifying the appropriate instrument of
acceptance to the Depositary in accordance with Article 16 of the Convention
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ANNEX

. AMENDMENTS TO THE CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF
THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA AGAINST POLLUTION

A. TITLE

The title of the Convention is amended as follows:

CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT AND THE
COASTAL REGION OF THE MEDITERRANEAN

B. PREAMBULAR PARAGRAPHS

The second preambular paragraph of the Convention is amended as follows:

Fully aware of their responsibility to preserve and sustainably develop this common
heritage for the benefit and enjoyment of present and future generations,

The following paragraphs are added to the Preamble:

Fully aware that the Mediterranean Action Plan, since its adoption in 1975 and through
its evolutien, has confributed to the process of sustainable development in the Mediterranean
region and has represented a substantive and dynamic tool for the implementation of the
activities related to the Convention and its Protocols by the Contracting Parties,

Taking infc account the results of the United Nations Conference on Envirenment and
Development, held in Rio de Janeiro from 4 to 14 June 1992,

Also taking into account the Declaration of Genoa of 1985, the Charter of Nicosia of
1990, the Declaration of Cawro of 1992 on Euro-Mediterranean Cooperation on the
Environment withn the Mediterranean Basin, the recommendations of the Conference of
Casablanca of 1993, and the Declaration of Tunis of 1894 on the Sustainable Development
of the Mediterranean,

Bearing in mind the relevant provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea, done at Montege Bay on 10 December 1982 and signed by many Contracting
Parties,
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C. ARTICLE1 : GEOGRAPHICAL COVERAGE
Paragraph 2 of Article 1 is amended as follows:

2. The application of the Convention may be extended to coastal areas as defined by
each Contracting Party within its own territory.

The following paragraph is added to Article 1 as new paragraph 3:

3. Any Pratocol to this Convention may extend the gecgraphical coverage to which that
particufar Protocol applies

D. ARTICLE 2 : DEFINITIONS

Paragraph (a) of Article 2 is amended as follows:

(a) "Pollution" means the introduction by man, directly or indirectly, of substances or
energy into the marine environment, including estuaries, which results, or is likely to
result, in such deleterious effects as harm to living resources and marine life, hazards
to human health, hindrance to marine activities, including fishing and other legitimate
uses of the sea, impairment of quality for use of seawater and reduction of amenities

E. ARTICLE 3 : GENERAL PROVISIONS

Paragraphs 1 and 2 of Article 3 are amended as follows:

1. (renumbered as 2) The Contracting Parties may enter into bilateral or multilateral
agreements, including regional or sub-regional agreements for the promotion of sustainable
development, the protection of the environment, the conservation and preservation of natural
resources In the Mediterranean Sea Area, provided that such agreements are consistent with
this Convention and the Protocols and conform to international law. Copies of such
agreements shall be communicated to the Organization As appropriate, Contracting Parties
should make use of existing organizations, agreements or arrangements in the Mediterranean
Sea Area.

2. (renumbered as 3) Nothing in this Convention and its Protocols shall prejudice the
rights and positions of any State concerning the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea of 1982.
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The following new paragraphs are added to Article 3:

0. (renumbered as 1) The Contracting Parties, when applying this Convention and its
related Protocols, shall act in conformity with international law.

3. (renumbered as 4) The Contracting Parties shall take individual or joint initiatives
compatible with international law through the relevant international organizations to encourage
the implementation of the provisions of this Convention and its Protocols by all the non-party
States.

3bis (renumbered as 5)  Nothing in this Convention and its Protocols shall affect the
sovereign immunity of warships or other ships owned or cperated by a State while engaged
in government non-commercial service. However, each Contracting Party shall ensure that
its vessels and aircraft, entitled to sovereign immunity under international law, act in a manner
consistent with this Protocol

F. ARTICLE 4 : GENERAL OBLIGATIONS
Article 4 is amended as follows:

1. The Contracting Parties shall individually or jointly take all appropnate measures in
accordance with the provisions of this Convention and those Protocols in force to which they
are party to prevent, abate, combat and to the fullest possible extent eiiminate pollution of the
Mediterranean Sea Area and to protect and enhance the marine environment in that Area so
as to contribute towards its sustainable development.

2. The Contracting Parties pledge themselves to take appropriate measures to implement
the Mediterranean Action Plan and, further, to pursue the protection of the marine environment
and the natural resources of the Mediterranean Sea Area as an integral part of the
development process, meeting the needs of present and future generations in an equitable
manner. For the purpose of implementing the objectives of sustainable development the
Contracting Parties shall take fully into account the recommendations of the Mediterranean
Commission on Sustainable Development established within the framework of the
Mediterranean Action Plan.

3. In order to protect the environment and contribute to the sustainable development of
the Mediterranean Sea Area, the Contracting Parties shall:

(a) apply, in accordance with their capabilities, the precautionary principle, by virtue
of which where there are threats of senous or irreversible damage, lack of full
scientific certainty shall not be used as a reason for postponing cost-effective
measures to prevent environmental degradation,

(b) apply the polluter pays principle, by virtue of which the costs of pollution

prevention, control and reduction measures are to be borne by the polluter, with
due regard to the public interest;
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4,
shall.
(a)
(b)
5.
Convention
6.

(©

{d)

(e)

undertake environmental impact assessment for proposed activities that are
likely to cause a significant adverse impact on the marine environment and are
subject to an autharization by competent national authorities,

promote cooperation between and among States in environmental impact
assessment procedures related to activities under their jurisdiction or control
which are likely to have a significant adverse effect on the manne environment
of other States or areas beyond the hmits of national junisdiction, on the basis
of notification, exchange of information and consultation;

commit themselves to promote the integrated management of the coastal
zones, taking into account the protection of areas of ecological and landscape
interest and the rational use of natural resources.

In implementing the Convention and the related Protocols, the Contracting Parties

adopt programmes and measures which contain, where appropriate, time hmits
for their completion;

utihize the best available techniques and the best environmental practices and
promote the application of, access to and transfer of environmentally sound
technology, including clean production technologies, taking into account the
social, economic and technological conditions

The Contracting Parties shall cooperate in the formulation and adoption of Protocals,
prescribing agreed measures, procedures and standards for the implementation of this

The Contracting Parties further pledge themselves to promote, within the international
bodies considered to be competent by the Contracting Parties, measures concerning the
implementation of programmes of sustainable development, the protection, conservation and
rehabilitation of the environment and of the natural resources in the Mediterranean Sea Area.

G. Article 5 and its title are amended as follows:

ARTICLES :

POLLUTION CAUSED BY DUMPING FROM SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT OR INCINERATION

AT SEA

The Contracting Parties shall take all appropriate measures to prevent, abate and to
the fullest possible extent eliminate pollution of the Mediterranean Sea Area caused by
dumping from ships and aircraft or incineration at sea
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H. ARTICLE 6 : POLLUTION FROM SHIPS
Article 6 is amended as follows:

The Contracting Parties shall take all measures in conformity with international law to
prevent, abate, combat and to the fullest possible extent eliminate poliution of the
Mediterranean Sea Area caused by discharges from ships and to ensure the effective
implementation in that Area of the rules which are generally recognized at the international
level relating to the control of this type of pollution.

. ARTICLE? :
POLLUTION RESULTING FROM EXPLORATION AND EXPLOITATION OF THE
CONTINENTAL SHELF AND THE SEABED AND ITS SUBSOIL

Article 7 is amended as follows:
The Contracting Parties shall take all appropriate measures to prevent, abate, combat

and to the fullest possible extent eliminate pollution of the Mediterranean Sea Area resulting
from exploration and exploitation of the continental shelf and the seabed and its subsoil

J. ARTICLE 8 : POLLUTION FROM LAND-BASED SOURCES
Article B is amended as follows:

The Contracting Parties shall take all appropriate measures to prevent, abate, combat
and to the fullest possible extent eliminate pollution of the Mediterranean Sea Area and to
draw up and implement plans for the reduction and phasing out of substances that are toxic,
persistent and hable to bioaccumulate arising from land-based sources These measures shall

apply:

(a) to pollution from land-based sources criginating within the terntories of the
Parties, and reaching the sea

- directly from outfalls discharging info the sea or through coastal
disposal;

- indirectly through rivers, canals or other watercourses, including
underground watercourses, or through run-off,

(b) to pollution from land-based sources transporied by the atmosphere.
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K. The following new Article 9A is adopted:

ARTICLE 9A (renumbered as Article 10) :
CONSERVATION OF BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

The Contracting Parties shall, individually or jointly, take all appropriate measures to
protect and preserve biological diversity, rare or fragile ecosystems, as well as species of wild
fauna and flora which are rare, depleted, threatened or endangered and their habitats, in the
area to which this Convention applies.

L. The following new Article 9B is adopted:

ARTICLE 9B (renumbered as Article 11) :
POLLUTION RESULTING FROM THE TRANSBOUNDARY MOVEMENTS OF
HAZARDOUS WASTES AND THEIR DISPOSAL

The Contracting Parties shall take all appropriate measures to prevent, abate and to
the fullest possible extent eliminate poliution of the environment which can be caused by

transboundary movements and disposal of hazardous wastes, and to reduce to a minimum,
and if possible eliminate, such transboundary movements.

Articles 9A and 9B are renumbered as Articles 10 and 11
M. ARTICLE 11 (renumbered as Arficle 13} :
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL COOPERATION

Paragraph 2 is amended as follows:
2 The Coniracting Parties undertake to promote the research on, access to and transfer
of environmentally sound technology, including clean production technologies, and to
cooperate in the formulation, establishment and implementation of clean production processes.

N. The following new Article 11A is adopted:

ARTICLE 11A (renumbered as Article 14) :
ENVIRONMENTAL LEGISLATION

1. The Contracting Parties shall adopt legislation implementing the Convention and the
Protocols
2 The Secretariat may, upon request from a Contracting Party, assist that Party in the

drafting of environmental legisiation in compliance with the Convention and the Protocols
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0. The following new Article 11B is adopted:

ARTICLE 11B (renumbered as Article 15) :
PUBLIC INFORMATION AND PARTICIPATION

1. The Contracting Parties shall ensure that their competent authorities shall give to the
public appropriate access to information on the environmental state in the field of application
of the Convention and the Protocols, on activities or measures adversely affecting or likely to
affect it and on activities carried out or measures taken in accordance with the Convention and
the Protocols.

2. The Contracting Parties shall ensure that the opportunity is given to the public to
participate in decision-making processes relevant to the field of application of the Convention
and the Protocols, as appropriate.

3. The provision of paragraph 1. of this Article shali not prejudice the nght of Contracting
Parties to refuse, in accordance with therr legal systems and applicable international
regulations, to provide access to such information on the ground of confidentiality, public
security or investigation proceedings, stating the reasons for such a refusal

P. ARTICLE 12 (renumbered as Article 16) :
LIABILITY AND COMPENSATION
Article 12 is amended as follows:
The Contracting Parties undertake to cooperate in the formulation and adoption of

appropriate rules and procedures for the determination of liability and compensation for
damage resulting from poliution of the marine envirenment in the Mediterranean Sea Area

Q. ARTICLE 13 (renumbered as Article 17) :
INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS
Paragraph (iii) of Article 13 is amended as follows:

(i) to receive, consider and reply to enquines and information from the Contracting
Parties;

The following new paragraphs are added to Article 13:

{ni bis) (renumbered as (iv))
to receive, consider and reply to enqumnes and information from non-
governmental organizations and the public when they relate to subjects of
common interest or to activities carried out at the regional level; in this case,
the Contraciing Parties concerned shall be informed;
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(v bis) (renumbered as (vi)
to regularly report to the Contracting Parlies on the implementation of the
Convention and of the Protocols;
Paragraphs (iv), (v} and (vi} are renumbered as paragraphs (v), (vii} and (viii)
respectively.
R. ARTICLE 14 (renumbered as Article 18) :
MEETINGS OF THE CONTRACTING PARTIES
The following new subparagraph is added to Article 14, paragraph 2:

(vi}  to approve the Programme Budget

S. The following new Article 14A is adopted:

ARTICLE 14A (renumbered as Article 19) :
BUREAU

1. The Bureau of the Contracting Parties shall be composed of representatives of the
Contracting Parties elected by the Meetings of the Confracting Parties. In electing the
members of the Bureau, the Meetings of the Contracting Parties shall observe the principle
of equitable geographical distribution.

2 The functions of the Bureau and the terms and conditions upon which it shall operate
shall be set in the Rules of Procedure adopted by the Meetings of the Contracting Parties
T. The following new Article 14B is adopted:

ARTICLE 14B (renumbered as Article 20) :
OBSERVERS

1 The Contracting Parties may decide to admit as observers at their meetings and
conferences

(a) any State which is not a Contracting Party to the Convention;

(b) any international govemmental organization or any non-governmental
organization the activities of which are related to the Convention.

2, Such observers may participate in meetings without the right to vote and may present
any information or report relevant to the objectives of the Convention
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3 The conditions for the admission and parficipation of observers shall be established
in the Rules of Procedure adopted by the Contracting Parties.

Articles 14A and 14B are renumbered as Articles 19 and 20
U. ARTICLE 15 (renumbered as Article 21) :
ADOPTION OF ADDITIONAL PROTOCOLS
Paragraph 3 of Article 15 is deleted.
V. ARTICLE 18 (renumbered as Article 24) :
RULES OF PROCEDURE AND FINANCIAL RULES
Paragraph 2 of Article 18 is amended as follows:
2. The Contracting Parties shall adopt financial rules, prepared in consultation with the
Organization, to determine, in particular, their financial participation in the Trust Fund.
W. ARTICLE 20 (renumbered as Article 26) : REPORTS
Article 20 is amended as follows:
1. The Contracting Parties shall transmit fo the Organization reports on

(a) the legal, admnistrative or other measures taken by them for the
implementation of this Convention, the Protocols and of the recommendations
adopted by their meetings;

(b) the effectiveness of the measures referred to in subparagraph {a) and
problems encountered in the implementation of the instruments as mentioned
above.

2 The reports shall be submitted in such form and at such intervals as the Meetings of
Contracting Parties may determine.

X. ARTICLE 21 (renumbered as Article 27) : COMPLIANCE CONTROL
Article 21 is amended as follows:

The meetings of the Contracting Parties shall, on the basis of penodical reports

referred to in Arhicle 20 and any other report submitted by the Coniracting Parties, assess the
compliance with the Convention and the Protocols as well as the measures and
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recommendations They shall recommend, when appropriate, the necessary steps to bring
about full compliance with the Convention and the Protocols and promote the implementation
of the decisions and recommendations.

Articles 10, 16, 17, 19, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 and 29 are renumbered as Articles 12,
22, 23, 25, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34 and 35 respectively.
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. AMENDMENTS TO THE PROTOCOL FOR THE PREVENTION OF
POLLUTION OF THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA BY
DUMPING FROM SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT

A. TITLE
The title of the Protocol is amended as follows:
PROTOCOL FOR THE PREVENTION AND ELIMINATION OF POLLUTION OF THE

MEDITERRANEAN SEA BY DUMPING FROM SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT OR INCINERATION
AT SEA

B. PREAMBULAR PARAGRAPHS
The second preambular paragraph of the Protocol is amended as follows:

Recognizing the danger posed to the marine environment by the dumping or
incineration of wastes or other matter,

The fourth preambular paragraph of the Protocol is amended as follows:

Beanng in mind that Chapter 17 of Agenda 21 of UNCED calls on the Contracting
Parties to the Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and
other Matter (London, 1972) to take the necessary measures to end dumping In the ocean and
the incineration of hazardous substances,

The following paragraph is added to the Preambie:

Taking mnto account Resoclutions LC 49(18) and LC 50(16), approved by the 16th
Consultative Meeting of the 1972 London Convention, which prohibit the dumping and
incineration of industrial wastes at sea,

C. ARTICLE1

Article 1 is amended as follows:

The Contracting Parties to this Protoco! (hereinafter referred to as "the Parties") shall
take all appropnate measures to prevent, abate and eliminate to the fullest extent possible
pollution of the Mediterranean Sea caused by dumping from ships and awrcraft or incineration
at sea.
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D. ARTICLE 2
Article 2 is amended as follows:

The area to which this Protocol applies shall be the Mediterranean Sea Area as defined
in Article 1 of the Convention for the Protection of the Manne Environment and the Coastal
Region of the Mediterranean (hereinafter referred to as "the Convention").

E. ARTICLE 3

The following new subparagraphs are added to Article 3:

3{c) Any deliberate disposal or storage and burial of wastes or other matter on the seabed
or in the marine subsoil from ships or arrcraft.

4(bis) (renumbered as 5) 'Incineration at sea” means the deliberate combustion of wastes
or other matter in the maritime waters of the Mediterranean Sea, with the aim of
thermal destruction and does not include activities incidental to the normal operations
of ships or aircraft,

Paragraph 5 is renumbered as paragraph 6.

F. ARTICLE 4
Article 4 is amended as follows:

1. The dumping of wastes or other matter, with the exception of those listed tn paragraph
2 of this Article, is prohibited.

2. The following 1s the list referred to in the preceding paragraph’
(a) dredged material;

{b) fish waste or organic materials resulting from the processing of fish and other
marine organisms;

()] vessels, until 31 December 2000,

(d) platforms and other man-made structures at sea, provided that material capable
of creating floating debris or otherwise contributing to pollution of the marine
environment has been removed to the maximum extent, without prejudice to the
provisions of the Protocol concerning Pollution Resulting from Exploration and
Exploitation of the Continental Shelf, the Seabed and ifs Subsoll.
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(e} inert uncontaminated geological materials the chemical constituents of which
are unlikely to be released into the manne environment.
G. ARTICLE S
Article 5 is amended as follows:
The dumping of the wastes or other matter listed in Article 4.2 requires a prior special
permit from the competent national authorities.
H. ARTICLE 6
Article 6 is amended as follows:
1 The permit referred to in Article 5 shall be 1ssued only after careful consideration of the
factors set forth in the Annex to this Protocol or the critena, guidelines and relevant
procedures adopted by the meeting of the Ceontracting Parties pursuant to paragraph 2 below
2. The Contracting Parties shall draw up and adept cnteria, guidelines and procedures
for the dumping of wastes or other matter listed in Article 4.2 so as to prevent, abate and
eliminate pollution.
l. ARTICLE7

Article 7 is amended as follows:

Incineration at sea is prohibited

J. ARTICLE 9
Article 9 is amended as follows:

If a Party in a critical situation of an exceptional nature considers that wastes or other
matter not listed in Arficle 4.2 of this Protocol cannot be disposed of on land without
unacceptable danger or damage, above all for the safety of human life, the Party concerned
shall forthwith consuit the Organization. The Organization, after consulting the Parties to this
Protocol, shall recommend methods of storage or the most satisfactory means of destruction
or disposal under the prevailing circumstances The Party shall inform the Organization of the
steps adopted in pursuance of these recommendations. The Parties pledge themselves to
assist one another in such situations.
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K. ARTICLE 10
Subparagraph 1{a) of Article 10 is amended as follows:
(a) issue the permits provided for in Article 5,
Subparagraph 1(b} of Articie 10 is deleted.
Subparagraph 1(¢) is renumbered as subparagraph 1(b).
Paragraph 2 is amended as follows:
2, The competent authorities of each Party shall issue the permits provided for in Article
5 in respect of the wastes or other matter intended for dumping:
L. ARTICLE 11

Paragraph 2 of Article 11 is deleted.

M. ARTICLE 14
Paragraph 3 of Article 14 Is amended as follows:

3. The adoption of amendments to the Annex to this Protocol pursuant to Article 17 of the
Convention shall require a three-fourths majonty vote of the Parties.

N. ANNEXI|
Annex | is deleted.

Q. ANNEXII
Annex ll is deleted.

P. ANNEXIli

Annex Il is changed to Annex and is amended as follows:
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ANNEX

The factors to be considered In establishing critena governing the issue of permits for
the dumping of matter at sea taking into account Arficle 6 include:
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RESOLUTION il

Signature, Ratification, Acceptance and Approval of and Accession
to the Protocol Concerning Specially Protected Areas and
Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean

The Conference,

Recalling the recommendation of the Ninth Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties
held in Barcelona from 5 to 8 June 1985 to approve the new Specially Protected Areas
Protocol,

Having concluded and adopted on this tenth day of June 1995 the Protocol Concerning
Specially Protected Areas and Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean (hereinafter referred
to as "the Protocol"),

Desirous of ensuning that the Protocol shall begin to produce beneficial effects at the
earliest possible moment,

Having regard to Articles 29 to 32 of the Protocol which govern the signature,
ratification, acceptance or approval of the Protocol and accession therefo and its entry into
force,

Having regard furthermore to Article 29 of the Convention for the Protection of the
Mediterranean sea against Pollution, in which the Government of Spain has been designated
Depaositary of the Convention and of any Protoco! thereto,

1. Invites the Government of Spain to open the Protocol for signature at Barcslona from
10 June 1995 to 10 June 1896, by all those entitled to sign the said instrument by
virtue of Article 29 thereof,

2. Urges all parties that are entitled to sign the Protocol to do so as soon as practicable
and to complete at the earliest opportunity the constitutional procedures needed for the
ratification, acceptance or approval of the Protocol under their respective statutory or
legistative provisions and to transmit the instruments of ratification, acceptance or
approval to the Depositary;

3. Calls upon all parties entitled to accede to the Protocol to do so as soon as possible
after the period specified in Article 31 of the Protocol
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RESOLUTION IV

Interim arrangements

The Conference,

Having adopted the amendments to the Convention for the Protection of the
Mediterranean Sea against Pollution (hereinafter referred to as "the Barcelona Convention"
and to the Protocol for the Prevention of Pollution of the Mediterranean Sea by Dumping from
Ships and Aircraft (hereinafter referred to as "the Dumping Protocol”,

Having alse concluded and adopted the Protocol concerning Specially Protected Areas
and Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean,

Having regard to Article 13 of the Barcelona Convention in which the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) has been designated as responsible for carrying out the
secretariat functions of the Convention and of any Protocol thereto,

Desirous of facllitating the earliest practicable implementation of the amendments to
the Barcelona Convention and the Dumping Protocol and of the Protocol concerning Specially
Protected Areas and Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean,

1. Invites the Contracting Parties and the Executive Director of UNEP to ensure that the
Tenth Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection
of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution and its related Protocols (Tunisia 1997)
considers the measures and actions necessary for the successful implementation of
the amendments to the Barcelona Convention and the Dumping Protocol and of the
Protocol conceming Specially Protected Areas and Biological Diversity in the
Mediterranean,

2. Calfs on the Executive Director of UNEP to initiate consuitations with the Contracting
Parties on the workplan and timetable for meetings of experts to elaborate the
technical aspects of the amendments to the Barcelona Convention and the Dumping
Protocols, and of the provisions of the Protocol concerning Specially Protected Areas
and Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean,

3 Invites the Executive Director of UNEP to establish cooperation with relevant regional

and international organizations in activities related to the implementation of these
insfruments.
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RESOLUTION V

Tribute to the Government of Spain

The Conference,

Having met in Barcelona on 9 and 10 June 1995 at the gracious invitation of the
Govermnment of Spain,

Convinced that the important contribution made by the Government of Spain greatly
added to the efficient conduct of its proceedings,

Deeply appreciative of the courtesy and generous hospitality extended by the
Government of Spain, the autonomous Government of Catalonia and the Municipality of
Barcelona to the members of the delegations, observers and Secretariat attending the
Conference,

Expresses its sincere gratitude to the Government of Spain for the cordial welcome

which was accorded to the Conference and to those associated with its work and for its
contribution to the successful conclusion of the Conference.
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PROTOCOL CONCERNING SPECIALLY PROTECTED AREAS
AND BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY IN THE MEDITERRANEAN

The Confracting Parties to this Protocol,

Bemg Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea
against Pollution, adopted at Barcelona on 16 February 1976,

Conscious of the profound impact of human activities on the state of the marine
environment and the littoral and more generzally on the ecosystems of areas having
prevailing Mediterranean features,

Stressing the importance of protecting and, as appropriate, improving the state
of the Mediterranean natural and cultural heritage, in particular through the
establishment of specially protected areas and also by the protection and conservation
of threatened species,

Considering the instruments adopted by the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development and particularly the Convention on Biological Diversity
(Rio de Janeiro, 1992),

Conscious that when there is a threat of significant reduction or loss of
biological diversity, lack of full scientific certainty should not be invoked as a reason
for postponing measures to avoid or minimize such a threat,

Considering that all the Contracting Parties should cooperate tc conserve,
protect and restore the health and integrity of ecosystems and that they have, in this
respect, common but differentiated responsibilities,

Have agreed as follows:
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PART |
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1
DEFINITIONS
For the purposes of this Protocol:

(a) "Convention" means the Convention for the Protection of the
Mediterranean Sea against Pollution, adopted at Barcelona on 16 February 1976 and
amended at Barcelona in 1995;

{b) "Biclogical diversity" means the variability among living organisms from
all sources including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems and
the ecological complexes of which they are part; this includes diversity within species,
hetween species and of ecosystems;

() "Endangered species” means any species that is in danger of extinction
throughout all or part of its range;

{(d) "Endemic species" means any species whose range is restricted to a
limited geographical area;

{e) "Threatened species” means any species that is likely to become extinct
within the foreseeable future throughout all or part of its range and whose survival is

unlikely if the factors causing numerical decline or habitat degradation continue to
operate;

) "Conservation status of a species" means the sum of the influences
acting on the species that may affect its long-term distribution and abundance;

(g) "Parties" means the Contracting Parties to this Protocol;

(h)  "Organization" means the organization referred to in Article 2 of the
Convention;

(i) "Cenfre" means the Regional Activity Centre for Specially Protected
Areas.
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Article 2
GEOGRAPHICAL COVERAGE

1. The area to which this Protocol applies shall be the area of the Mediterranean
Sea as delimited in Article 1 of the Convention. It also includes:

- the seabed and its subsoil;

- the waters, the seabed and its subsoil on the landward side of the
baseline from which the breadth of the territorial sea is measured and
extending, in the case of watercourses, up to the freshwater limit;

- the terrestrial coastal areas designated by each of the Parties, including
wetlands.

2. Nothing in this Protocol nor any act adopted on the basis of this Protocol shall
prejudice the rights, the present and future claims or legal views of any State relating
to the law of the sea, in particular, the nature and the extent of marine areas,the
delimitation of marine areas between States with opposite or adjacent coasts, freedom
of navigation on the high seas, the right and the modalities of passage through straits
used for international navigation and the right of innocent passage in territorial seas,
as well as the nature and extent of the jurisdiction of the coastal State, the flag State
and the port State.

3. No act or activity undertaken on the basis of this Protocol shali constitute
grounds for claiming, contending or disputing any claim to national sovereignty or
jurisdiction.
Article 3
GENERAL OBLIGATIONS

1. Each Party shall take the necessary measures to:

(a) protect, preserve and manage in a sustainable and environmentally
sound way areas of particular natural or cultural value, notably by the establishment
of specially protected areas;

(b}  protect, preserve and manage threatened or endangered species of flora
and fauna.

2. The Parties shall cooperate, directly or through the competent international

organizations, in the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity in the
area to which this Protocol applies.
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3. The Parties shall identify and compile inventories of the components of
biological diversity important for its conservation and sustainable use.,

4, The Parties shall adopt strategies, plans and programmes for the conservation
of biological diversity and the sustainable use of marine and coastal biological
resources and shall integrate them into their relevant sectoral and intersectoral
policies.
5. The Parties shall monitor the compoenents of biological diversity referred to in
paragraph 3 of this Article and shall identify processes and categories of activities
which have or are likely to have a significant adverse impact on the conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity, and monitor their effects.
6. Each Party shall apply the measures provided for in this Protocol without
prejudice to the sovereignty or the jurisdiction of other Parties or other States. Any
measures taken by a Party to enforce these measures shall be in accordance with
international law.

PART 1]

PROTECTION OF AREAS

SECTICN ONE - SPECIALLY PROTECTED AREAS

Article 4
OBJECTIVES
The objective of specially protected areas is to safeguard:

(8) representative types of coastal and marine ecosystems of adequate size
to ensure their long-term viability and to maintain their biological diversity;

(b)  habitats which are in danger of disappearing in their natural area of
distribution in the Mediterranean or which have a reduced natural area of distribution
as a consequence of their regression or on account of their intrinsically restricted area;

(c) habitats critical to the survival, reproduction and recovery of endangered,
threatened or endemic species of flora or fauna;
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(d) sites of parhicular importance because of their scientific, aesthetic,
cultural or educational interest.

Article 5

ESTABLISHMENT OF SPECIALLY PROTECTED AREAS

1. Each Party may establish specially protected areas in the marine and coastal
zones subject to its sovereignty or jurisdiction.

2. If a Party intends to establish, in an area subject to its sovereignty or national
jurisdiction, a specially protected area contiguous to the frontier and to the limits of a
zone subject to the sovereignty or national jurisdiction of another Party, the competent
authorities of the two Parties shall endeavour to cooperate, with a view to reaching
agreement on the measures to be taken and shall, inter alia, examine the possibility
of the other Party establishing a corresponding specially protected area or adopting
any other appropriate measures.

3. If a Party intends to establish, in an area subject to its sovereignty or nationai
jurisdiction, a specially protected area contiguous to the frontier and to the limits of a
zone subject to the sovereignty or national jurisdiction of a State that is not a Party to
this Protocol, the Party shall endeavour to cooperate with that State as referred to in
the previous paragraph.

4, If a State which is not party {o this Protocol intends to establish a specially
protected area contiguous to the frontier and to the limits of a zone subject to the
sovereignty or national jurisdiction of a Party to this Protocol, the latter shall endeavour
to cooperate with that State as referred to in paragraph 2.
Article 6
PROTECTION MEASURES

The Parties, in conformity with international law and taking into account the
characteristics of each specially protected area, shall take the protection measures
required, in particular:

(a) the strengthening of the application of the other Protocols to the
Convention and of other relevant treaties to which they are Parties;
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(b) the prohibition of the dumping or discharge of wastes and other
substances likely directly or indirectly to impair the integrity of the specially protected
area;

(c) the regulation of the passage of ships and any stopping or anchoring;

(d) the regulation of the introduction of any species not indigenous to the
specially protected area in question, or of genetically modified species, as well as the
introduction or reintroduction of species which are or have been present in the
specially protected area;

(e) the regulation or prohibition of any activity involving the exploration or
modification of the soil or the exploitation of the subsoil of the land part, the seabed
or its subsoil;

® the regulation of any scientific research activity;

(g) the regulation or prohibition of fishing, hunting, taking of animals and
harvesting of plants or their destruction, as well as trade in animals, parts of animals,
plants, parts of plants, which originate in specially protected areas;

(h)  the regulation and if necessary the prohibition of any other activity or act
likely to harm or disturb the species or that might endanger the state of conservation
of the ecosystems or species or might impair the natural or cultural characteristics of
the specially protected area;

(i) any other measure aimed at safeguarding ecological and biological
processes and the landscape.

Article 7
PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT
1. The Parties shall, in accordance with the rules of international law, adopt
planning, management, supervision and monitoring measures for the specially
protected areas.
2. Such measures should include for each specially protected area:
(a) the development and adoption of a management plan that specifies the

legal and institutional framework and the management and protection measures
applicable;
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{b) the continuous monitoring of ecological processes, habitats, population
dynamics, landscapes, as well as the impact of human activities;

(c) the active involvement of local communities and populations, as
appropriate, in the management of specially protected areas, including assistance to
local inhabitants who might be affected by the establishment of such areas;

(d) the adoption of mechanisms for financing the promotion and
management of specially protected areas, as well as the development of activities
which ensure that management is compatible with the objectives of such areas;

(e) the regulation of activities compatible with the objectives for which the
specially protected area was established and the terms of the related permits;

® the training of managers and qualified technical personnel, as well as the
development of an appropriate infrastructure.

3. The Parties shall ensure that national contingency plans incorporate measures
for responding to incidents that could cause damage or constitute a threat to the
specially protected areas.

4, When specially protected areas covering both Jand and marine areas have been

established, the Pariies shall endeavour to ensure the coordination of the
administration and management of the specially protected area as a whole.

SECTION TWO - SPECIALLY PROTECTED AREAS OF
MEDITERRANEAN IMPORTANCE
Atrficle 8

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE LIST OF SPECIALLY PROTECTED AREAS
OF MEDITERRANEAN IMPORTANCE

1. in order to promote cooperation in the management and conservation of natural
areas, as well as in the protection of threatened species and their habitats, the Parties
shall draw up a "List of Specially Protected Areas of Mediterranean Importance”,
hereinafter referred to as the "SPAMI List".

2. The SPAMI List may include sites which:

- are of importance for conserving the components of biological diversity
in the Mediterranean;
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- contain ecosystems specific to the Mediterranean area or the habitats of
endangered species;

- are of special interest at the scientific, aesthetic, cultural or educational
levels.

3. The Parties agree:

{(a) to recognize the particular importance of these areas for the
Mediterranean;

(b) to comply with the measures applicable to the SPAMIs and not to
authorize nor undertake any activities that might be contrary to the objectives for which
the SPAMIs were established.

Arlicle 9
PROCEDURE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT AND LISTING OF SPAMIs

1 SPAMIs may be established, following the procedure provided for in paragraph
2 to 4 of this Article, in: (a) the marine and coastal zones subject to the sovereignty
or jurisdiction of the Parties; (b) zones partly or wholly on the high seas.

2. Proposals for inclusion in the List may be submitted:

(@) by the Party concerned, if the area is situated in a zone already
delimited, over which it exercises sovereignty or jurisdiction;

(b) by two or more neighbouring Parties concerned if the area is situated,
partly or wholly, on the high sea;

(¢) by the neighbouring Parties concerned In areas where the limits of
national sovereignty or jurisdiction have not yet been defined.

3. Parties making proposals for inclusicn in the SPAMI List shall provide the
Centre with an introductory report containing information on the area’s geographical
location, its physical and ecological characteristics, its legal status, its management
plans and the means for their implementation, as well as a statement justifying its
Mediterranean importance;

(a) where a proposal is formulated under subparagraphs 2 (b) and 2 (c) of
this Article, the neighbouring Parties concerned shall consult each other with a view
to ensuring the consistency of the proposed protection and management measures,
as well as the means for their implementation;
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(b) proposals made under paragraph 2 of this Article shall indicate the
protection and management measures applicable to the area as well as the means of
their implementation.

4, The procedure for inclusion of the proposed area in the List is the following:

(&) for each area, the proposal shall be submitted to the National Focal
Points, which shall examine its conformity with the common guidelines and criteria
adopted pursuant to Article 16;

(b} if a proposal made in accordance with subparagraph 2 (a) of this Article
is consistent with the guidelines and common criteria, after assessment, the
Crganization shall inform the meeting of the Parties, which shall decide to include the
area in the SPAMI List;

(c) if a proposal made in accordance with subparagraphs 2 (b) and 2 (c) of
this Article is consistent with the guidelines and common criteria, the Centre shall
transmit it to the Organization, which shall inform the meeting of the Parties. The
decision to include the area in the SPAMI list shall be taken by consensus by the
Contracting Parties, which shall also approve the management measures applicable
o the area.

5. The Parties which proposed the inciusion of the area in the List shall implement
the protection and conservation measures specified in their proposals in accordance
with paragraph 3 of this Article. The Contracting Parties undertake to observe the
rules thus laid down. The Centre shall inform the competent international
organizations of the List and of the measures taken in the SPAMIs.

6. The Parties may revise the SPAMI List. To this end, the Centre shall prepare
a report,
Article 10
CHANGES IN THE STATUS OF SPAMIs
Changes in the delimitation or legal status of a SPAMI or the suppression of all
or part of such an area shall not be decided upon unless there are important reasons
for doing so, taking into account the need to safeguard the environment and comply

with the obligations laid down in this Protocol and a procedure similar to that followed
for the creation of the SPAMI and its inclusion in the List shall be observed.
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PART llI
PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION OF SPECIES

Article 11

NATIONAL MEASURES FOR THE PROTECTION AND
CONSERVATION OF SPECIES

1. The Parties shall manage species of flora and fauna with the aim of maintaining
them in a favourable state of conservation.

2. The Parties shall, in the zones subject to their sovereignty or national
jurisdiction, identify and compile lists of the endangered or threatened species of flora
and fauna and accord protected status to such species The Parties shall regulate and,
where appropriate, prohibit activities having adverse effects on such species or their
habitats, and carry out management, planning and other measures to ensure a
favourable state of conservation of such species.

3. With respect to protected species of fauna, the Parties shall control and, where
appropriate, prohibit:

(a) the taking, possession or killing {including, to the extent possible, the
incidental taking, possession or killing), the commercial trade, the transport and the
exhibition for commercial purposes of these species, their eggs, parts or products;

(b) to the extent possible, the disturbance of wild fauna, particularly during
the period of breeding, incubation, hibernation or migration, as well as other periods
of biological stress.

4, In addition to the measures specified in the previous paragraph, the Parties
shall coordinate their efforts, through bilateral or multilateral action, including if
necessary, agreements for the protection and recovery of migratory species whose
range extends into the area to which this Protocol applies.

5, With respect to protected species of flora and their paris and products, the
Parties shall regulate, and where appropriaie, prohibit all forms of destruction and
disturbance, including the picking, collecting, cutting, uprooting, possession of,
commercial trade in, or fransport and exhibition for commercial purposes of such
species.
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6. The Parties shall formulate and adopt measures and plans with regard to ex situ
reproduction, in particular captive breeding, of protected fauna and propagation of
protected flora.

7. The Parties shall endeavour, directly or through the Centre, to consult with
range States that are not Parties to this Protocol, with a view to coordinating their
efforts to manage and protect endangered or threatened species.

8. The Parties shall make provision, where possible, for the return of protected
species exported or held illegally. Efforts should be made by Parties to reintroduce
such specimens to their natural habitat.

Article 12

COOPERATIVE MEASURES FOR THE PROTECTION AND
CONSERVATION OF SPECIES

1. The Parties shall adopt cooperative measures to ensure the protection and
conservation of the flora and fauna listed in the Annexes to this Protocol relating to the
List of Endangered or Threatened Species and the List of Species whose Exploitation
is Regulated.

2. The Parties shall ensure the maximum possible protection and recovery of the
species of fauna and flora listed in the Annex relating to the List of Endangered or
Threatened Species by adopting at the national level the measures provided for in
paragraphs 3 and 5 of Article 11 of this Protocol.

3. The Parties shall prohibit the destruction of and damage to the habitat of
species listed in the Annex relating to the List of Endangered or Threatened Species
and shall formulate and implement action plans for their conservation or recovery.
They shall continue to cooperate in implementing the relevant action plans already
adopted.

4, The Parties, in cooperation with competent international organizations, shall
take all appropriate measures to ensure the conservation of the species Iisted in the
Annex relating to the List of Species whose Exploitation 1s Regulated while at the
same time authorizing and regulating the exploitation of these species so as to ensure
and maintain their favourable state of conservation.
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5. When the range area of a threatened or endangered species extends to both
sides of a national frontier or of the limit that separates the territories or the areas
subject to the sovereignty or the national jurisdiction of two Parties to this Protocol,
these Parties shall cooperate with a view to ensuring the protection and conservation
and, if necessary, the recovery of such species.

6. Provided that no other satisfactory solutions are available and that the
exemption does not harm the survival of the population or of any other species, the
Parties may grant exemptions to the prohibitions prescribed for the protection of the
species listed in the Annexes to this Protocol for scientific, educational or management
purposes necessary to ensure the survival of the species or to prevent significant
damage. Such exemptions shall be notified to the Contracting Parties.

Article 13

INTRODUCTION OF NON-INDIGENOUS
OR GENETICALLY MODIFIED SPECIES

1. The Parties shall take all appropriate measures to regulate the intentional or
accidental introduction of non-indigenous or genetically modified species to the wild
and prohibit those that may have harmful impacts on the ecosystems, habitats or
species in the area fo which this Protocol applies.

2. The Parties shall endeavour to implement all possible measures to eradicate
species that have already been introduced when, after scientific assessment, it
appears that such species cause or are likely to cause damage to ecosystems,
habitats or species in the area to which this Protocol applies.

PART IV

PROVISIONS COMMON TO PROTECTED AREAS AND SPECIES

Article 14
AMENDMENTS TO ANNEXES

1. The procedures for amendments to Annexes to this Protocol shall be those set
forth in Article 17 of the Convention.

2. All proposed amendments submitted to the meeting of Contracting Parties shall
have been the subject of prior evaluation by the meeting of National Focal Points.
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Atticle 15
INVENTORIES
Each Party shall compile comprehensive inventories of:
(a) areas over which they exercise sovereignty or jurisdiction that contain
rare or fragile ecosystems, that are reservoirs of biological diversity, that are important

for threatened or endangered species;

(b) species of fauna or flora that are endangered or threatened.

Article 16
GUIDELINES AND COMMON CRITERIA
The Parties shall adopt:

(a) common criteria for the choice of protected marine and coastal areas that
could be included in the SPAMI List which shall be annexed fo the Protocol;

(b)  common criteria for the inclusion of additional species in the Annexes;

(¢) guidelines for the establishment and management of specially protected
areas

The criteria and guidelines referred to in paragraphs (b) and (¢) may be
amended by the meeting of the Parties on the basis of a proposal made by one or
more Parties.

Article 17
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
In the planning process leading to decisions on industrial and other projects and
activities that could significantly affect protected areas and species and their habitats,
the Parties shall evaiuate and {ake into consideration the possibie direct or indirect,

immediate or long-term, impact, including the cumulative impact of the projects and
activities being contemplated.
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Article 18
INTEGRATION OF TRADITIONAL ACTIVITIES

1. In formulating protective measures, the Parties shall take into account the
traditional subsistence and cultural activities of their local populations. They shall grant
exemptions, as necessary, to meet such needs, Ne exemption which 1s allowed for this
reason shall;

(a) endanger either the maintenance of ecosystems protected under this
Protocol or the biological processes contributing to the maintenance of those
ecosystems;

{(b) cause either the extinction of, or a substantial reduction in, the number
of individuals making up the popuiations or species of flora and fauna, in particular
endangered, threatened, migratory or endemic species.

2, Parties which grant exemptions from the protection measures shall inform the
Contracting Parties accordingiy.

Article 19
PUBLICITY, INFORMATION, PUBLIC AWARENESS AND EDUCATION

1, The Parties shall give appropriate publicity to the establishment of specially
protected areas, their boundarigs, applicable regulafions, and {o the designation of
protected species, their habitats and applicable regulations

2. The Parties shall endeavour to inform the public of the interest and value of
specially protected areas and species, and of the scientific knowledge which may be
gained from the point of view of nature conservation and other points of view. Such
information should have an appropriate place in education programmes. The Parties
shall also endeavour to promote the participation of their public and their conservation
organizations in measures that are necessary for the protection of the areas and
species concerned, including environmental impact assessments
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Arlicle 20
SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL AND MANAGEMENT RESEARCH

1. The Parties shall encourage and develop scientific and technical research
relating to the aims of this Protocol. They shall alsc encourage and develop research
into the sustainable use of specially protected areas and the management of protected
species.

2. The Parties shall consult, when necessary, among themselves and with
competent international organizations with a view to identifying, planning and
undertaking scientific and technical research and monitoring programmes necessary
for the identification and monitoring of protected areas and species and assessing the
effectiveness of measures taken to implement management and recovery plans.

3. The Parties shall exchange, directly or through the Cenire, scientific and
technical information concerning current and planned research and monitoring
programmes and the results thereof. They shall, to the fullest extent possible,
coordinate their research and monitoring pregrammes, and endeavour jointly to define
or standardize their procedures.

4, In technical and scientific research, the Parties shall give priority to SPAMIs and
species appearing in the Annexes to this Protocol.

Atticle 21
MUTUAL COOPERATION

1. The Parties shall, directly or with the assistance of the Centre or international
organizations concerned, establish cooperation programmes to coordinate the
establishment, conservation, planning and management of specially protected areas,
as well as the selection, management and conservation of protected species. There
shall be regular exchanges of information concerning the characteristics of protected
areas and species, the experience acquired and the problems encountered

2. The Parties shall, at the earliest opportunity, communicate any situation that
might endanger the ecosystems of specially protected areas or the survival of
protected species of flora and fauna to the other Parties, to the States that might be
affected and to the Centre.
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Article 22

MUTUAL ASSISTANCE
1. The Parties shall cooperate, directly or with the assistance of the Centre or the
international organizations concerned, in formulating, financing and implementing
pragrammes of mutual assistance and assistance to developing countries that express
a need for it with a view to implementing this Protocol.
2. These programmes shall include public environmental education, the training
of scientific, technical and management personnel, scientific research, the acquisition,
utilization, design and development of appropriate equipment, and transfer of
technology on advantageous terms to be agreed among the Parties concerned.

3. The Parties shall, in matters of mutual assistance, give prionty to the SPAMIs
and species appearing in the Annexes to this Protocol.
Article 23
REPORTS OF THE PARTIES

The Parties shall submit to ordinary meetings of the Parties a report on the
implementation of this Protocol, in particular on-

(a) the status and the state of the areas included in the SPAMI List;

(b) any changes in the delimitation or legal status of the SPAMIs and
protected species;

{c) possible exemptions allowed pursuant to Articles 12 and 18 of this
Protocol.
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PART V
INSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS

Article 24
NATIONAL FOCAL POINTS

Each Party shall desighate a National Focal Point to serve as liaison with the
Centre on the technical and scientific aspects of the implementation of this Protocol.
The National Focal Points shall meet periodically to carry out the functions deriving
from this Protocol.

Article 25
COORDINATION

1. The Organization shall be responsible for coordinating the implementation of
this Protocol. For this purpose, it shall receive the support of the Centre, to which it
may entrust the following functions.

(a) assisting the Parties, in cooperation with the competent international,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, in:

- establishing and managing specially protected areas in the area to which
this Protocol applies,

- conducting programmes of technical and scientific research as provided
for in Article 20 of this Protocaol;

- conducting the exchange of scientific and technical information among
the Parties as provided for in Article 20 of this Protocol;

- preparing management plans for specially protected areas and species;

- developing cooperative programmes pursuant to Article 21 of this
Protocol;

- preparing educational materials designed for various groups;

(b) convening and organizing the meetings of the National Focal Points and
providing them with secretariat services;

(¢) formulating recommendations on guidelines and common criteria
pursuant to Article 16 of this Protocol;
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(d) creating and updating databases of specially protected areas, protected
species and other matters relevant to this Protocol;

() preparing reports and technical studies that may be required for the
implementation of this Protocol;

h elaborating and implementing the training programmes mentioned in
Article 22, paragraph 2;

(g) cooperating with regional and international governmental and non-
governmental organizations concerned with the protection of areas and species,
provided that the specificity of each organization and the need to avoid the duplication
of activities are respected;

(h)  carrying out the functions assigned to it in the action plans adopted in the
framework of this Protocol;

(i carrying out any other function assigned to it by the Parties.

Article 26
MEETINGS OF THE PARTIES
1. The ordinary meetings of the Parties to this Protocol shall be held in conjunction
with the ordinary meetings of the Contracting Parties to the Convention held pursuant
o Article 14 of the Convention. The Parties may also hold extraordinary meetings in
conformity with that Article,
2. The meetings of the Parties to this Protocol are particularly aimed at:

(a) keeping under review the implementation of this Protocol;

(b) overseeing the work of the Organization and of the Centre relating to the
implementation of this Protocol and providing policy guidance for their activities;

(¢) considering the efficacy of the measures adopted for the management
and protection of areas and species, and examining the need for other measures, in
particular in the form of Annexes and amendmenits to this Protocol or to its Annexes;

(d)  adopting the guidelines and common criteria provided for in Article 16 of
this Protocol;
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(e) considering reports transmitted by the Parties under Article 23 of this
Protocol, as well as any other pertinent information which the Parties transmit through
the Centre;

® making recommendations to the Parties on the measures to be adopted
for the implementation of this Protocol;

(g) examining the recommendations of the meetings of the National Focal
Points pursuant to Article 24 of this Protocol;

(h)  deciding on the inclusion of an area in the SPAMI List in conformity with
Article 9, paragraph 4, of this Protocol;

(i examining any other matter relevant to this Protocol, as appropriate.

() discussing and evaluating the exemptions allowed by the Parties in
conformity with Articles 12 and 18 of this Protocol.

PART VI
FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 27
EFFECT OF THE PROTOCOL ON DOMESTIC LEGISLATION
The provisions of this Protocol shall not affect the right of Parties to adopt
relevant stricter domestic measures for the implementation of this Protocol.
Article 28
RELATIONSHIP WITH THIRD PARTIES

1. The Parties shall invite States that are not Parties to the Protocol and
international organizations to cooperate in the implementation of this Protocol.

2. The Parties undertake to adopt appropriate measures, consistent with

international law, to ensure that no one engages In any activity contrary to the
principles or purposes of this Protocol.
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Arficle 29
SIGNATURE
This Protocol shall be open for signature in Barcelona on 10 June 1995 and in
Madrid from 11 June 1995 to 10 June 1996 by any Contracting Party to the
Convention.
Article 30
RATIFICATION, ACCEPTANCE OR APPROVAL
This Protocol shall be subject to ratification, acceptance or approval.
Instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval shall be deposited with the
Government of Spain, which will assume the functions of Depositary.
Article 31
ACCESSION

As from 10 June 1998, this Protocol shall be open for accession by any State
and regional economic grouping which is Party to the Convention.

Article 32
ENTRY INTO FORCE

1. This Protocol shall enter into force on the thirtieth day following the deposit of
the sixth instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval of, or accession to, the
Protocol.

2. From the date of its entry into force, this Protocol shall replace the Protocol
Concerning Mediterranean Specially Protected Areas of 1982, in the relationship
among the Parties to both instruments.

IN WITNESS WHERECQCF, the undersigned, being duly authorized, have signed
this Protocol.

DONE at Barcelona, on 10 June 1895, in a single copy in the Arabic, English,
French and Spanish languages, the four texts being equally authoritative, for signature
by any Party to the Convention.
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DONE AT BARCELONA this tenth day of June one thousand nine hundred and
ninety five in a single copy In the Arabic, English, French and Spanish languages,
the four texts being equally authoritative.

FAIT A BARCELONE le dix juin mille neuf cent quatre-vingt quinze, en un seul
exemplaire en langues anglaise, arabe, espagnole et francaise, les quatre textes
faisant également fol.

HECHO EN BARCELONA el diez de junio de mil novencientos noventa y cinco en
un solo ejemplar en los idiomas arabe, espafol, francés e inglés, siendo los
cuatro textos igualmente auténticos.
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