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Executive summary

The annual reportromonitoring and conservation of marine turtles in Lebanon presents the results of the
survey done during the 2019 sea turtles nesting seflsisryear, the monitoring effort covergdkm of the
Lebanesesandy beachesllowing to find new important mame turtles nesting sites.

The monitoring took place from May 20ithtil September 2019. Trackegestsand hatchlingsof the
loggerhead (Caretta caretta andgreers (Chelonia mydasturtles were recorded along teerveyed coast
from the south to the ndrof the Lebanessandy beache$he survey allowto confirm the presence ife
important marine turtle nesting sitafong the Lebanese coast: the beaches dfitbéviarine Reserve of
Tyre(TCNR) and Abbasiyeh and the beachefbfddousiyeh andl-Mansouriin the south and the Marine
Reserve of the Palm Islaf@INR) in the north

A total of 77 nests were recordédd all the surveyed beaches which the majority are from the south
Lebanon with 55nests representing #d Loggerheadturtles were ie most abuttant nesting species (74
nests) while only 3 nests of the green turtles were recor8etisequentlyatotal of 2%1 loggerheads and
279greendhatchlinggurtles were successfully released from all the swedsites.

From a conservation pdinf view, this large survey fulfilling the scarcity of data on the distribution of marine
turtles nests along the Lebanese coast for future monitoring of their evolution.

Unfortunately, marine tules and theimesting habitatglong the lebanese coast ffer from the human
pressures;oastal development, fisheriasdmarine litter. During the survey, 28ead turtles were recorded
from differentlocalities of the Lebanese watehs this context, argeawarenessampaigraddressetb the
Lebanese publi¢e.g. fishermen, binrGouvernementaDrganiztions (NG®), studentstourists and sea
loverg was conducted to enhance the protection and conservattbe loébanese marine turtleBor the
coming yearsit is envisaged that the effects of human impactshenLebanesenarine biodiversitymay
intensify (i.e. more related to the oil exploration in the Lebanese watkrshis contextcontinuous long
term monitoring should be a prigrifor a better understandirgg the effects of human impaoté marine
turtlesin Lebanon






