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The Action Plan for the Conservation of
Sea Turtles & their Habitats was adopted
through a Ministerial Order of the Minister of
Environment, Forests & Water Administration,
Mr. Fatmir Mediu.

This adoption was officially announced at the
32" Meeting of the The Standing Committee
of the convention on the Conservation of
European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern
Convention) at the Council of Europe, in
Strasbourg, France (27-30 November 2012).

The Action Plan for the Conservation of
Sea Turtles and their Habitats in Albania
is a result of extensive consultation with
Albanian experts and scientists, which was
carried under the auspices of the Barcelona
Convention - Regional Activity Centre for
Specially Protected Areas (RAC/SPA).

PUBLICATIONS

39 MedTurtle Conference
Proceedings

OCEEDINGS OF THIRD
MES{'}E&MNEAN CONFERENCE
ON MARINE TURTLES

ASSMINE HAVAVET, TUNSA
Y2 OCTORER 2008

RAC/SPA has published the proceedings
of the 3 Mediterranean Conference on
Marine Turtles. The electronic version can be
downloaded through the RAC/SPA website.

In the framework of the UNEP Mediterranean Action Plan, the Regional Activity
Centre for Specially Protected Areas implements a process since 2008 to assist the
Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention to promote the setting up of a
representative network of Marine Protected Areas in the Mediterranean open seas,

including the deep seas.
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In the 1 phase, (Identification of priority
conservation areas in the Mediterranean
open seas, including the deep seas (2008
- 2009)) specific data had been collected,
sub-regions within the Mediterranean
basin had been assessed and ecologically
or biologically significant areas had been
identified. Inter alia, studies on marine
birds, fisheries conservation management
and vulnerable ecosystems had been
conducted.

During the 2" phase (Support to the
Parties to the Barcelona Convention for
the establishment of MPAs in open seas
areas, including the deep seas (2010 -
2011)), which aims had been to facilitate
the process of designating areas within
the identified sites as potential SPAMIs
and to instigate coordination between
neighbouring countries through ad hoc
working groups, has focused to the Alboran
Sea and Gulf of Lions. A legal analysis had
revealed the complexity of the context.
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A procedure was elaborated to allow
including preliminary declarations of
proposed open seas SPAMIs in the focal
points meeting report on Specially
Protected Areas.

The 3 phase of the project has been

designed around two strategic orientations:

« Improving the state of knowledge, in
particular in the eastern Mediterranean,
and

- Building a framework with countries
and organizations to facilitate the joint
establishment of open sea/deep sea
SPAMIs.

In addition, if further funds are granted,
scientific workshops would be organized;
oceanographic campaigns would be
catalyzed; more work would be done on
EBSAs; a joint socio-economic evaluation
of fisheries in pelagic ecosystems and deep
benthic habitats would be carried out.
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Information day

on marine turtles

in Tunisia
Awareness

The Tunisian Ministry of Environment organized, in collaboration with RAC/SPA, a national information day
about marine turtles conservation in Tunisia, on 11" October 2012.

Other national partners contributed to this information day: Among the recommendations adopted at the end this day:

the Agency for Coastal Protection and Management (APAL), - Preparation of a National Action Plan for the conservation
the National Institute for the sea’s Siences and Technologies of marine turtles.

(INSTM), the Fisheries and Aquaculture Directorate (DGPA) and Training of fishermen using the tools developed by the

the Tunisian Agricultural and Fishing Union (UTAP) RAC/SPA, for the prqtgction of mari.n‘e turtlgs. .
Updating and revision of the Tunisian national regulations

About Sixty people representing different research institutions on the protection of this vulnerable species in accordance
and administrative structures on the fields of fishing industry with the annexes to international conventions and protocols

and environmental protection, as well as many representatives ratified. . - -
of civil society, took part in this information day Implementation of additional and synergistically efforts
! ’ to preserve vulnerable, endangered or threatened species

in Tunisia and more specifically marine turtles.

Activating the process of MPAs creation, particularly the
Kuriat islands witch are the main nesting site for marine
turtles.

The 2012 Forum of MPAs in the Mediterranean

A common initiative for strengthening the Mediterranean MPAs network

This event showcased the status of marine turtles in the
Mediterranean and Tunisia and the conservation measures
undertaken at regional and national levels.

The 2012 Forum of Marine Protected Areas in the Mediterranean was  France, Germany, Greece, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Lebanon, Malta, Morocco,
held in Antalya, Turkey, From the 25 to the 28 November 2012. Mauritania, Monaco, Montenegro, Senegal, Serbia, Slovenia, Spain,
Switzerland, Tunisia, Turkey, United

RS ety wes @ Sl e Kingdom and United States of America.

AR SRl The four strategic objectives of the
involved in the marine environment to roadma During these four days of the Forum,
share their experiences and develop a P Mediterranean MPA community reviewed
joint program of work to advance the Establishment of an ecological network of MPAs which  REalsi S E S m | A T e e Tolg 2l o)
network of Marine Protected Areas is representative and connected identified actions needed to establish
(MPASs) in the Mediterranean. an ecological network of MPAs which
is effectively and sustainably managed
and elaborated a roadmap to achieve

Achievement of an effective, efficient and sustainable
314 person of various profiles: MPA management and a good Mediterranean MPAs

managers, scientists, decision makers, governance in 2020 the international goals of the
private sector rand civil society DEVEILGELEEREEERCEESIARECICIESN  Convention for Biological Diversity (within
representatives, came from 33 nations governance of Mediterranean MPAs while promoting BRSEE RN R VN TR REREE i TS
bordering the Mediterraneanand even the sharing of environmental and socio-economic [ e o

beyond have exchanged from their benefits, and
respective interests trying all to help
protecting the marine biodiversity of
the Mediterranean.

Antalya Declaration to give a certain force
Increase of the allocation of financial resources to PESUASCEHEIHLR Rl E)

establish and maintain an ecological network of The roadmap, the list of participants,

effectively managed MPAs the Antalya Declaration and many other
information can be found by visiting the
2012 Forum website:
www.medmpaforum2012.org

The Countries that were represented
are: Albania, Algeria, Australia,
Belgium, Bosnia Herzegovina,
Canada, Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt,
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PUBLICATIONS

Guide on the Protection &
Conservation of Posidonia
oceanica meadows

This version (RAMOGE & RAC/SPA publi.,
Tunis, 2012) (originally available in French
(2006) and Italian (2008)) is not a mere
translation of the original French text of
2006. The translation/edition has been made
with the agreement of the authors of the
original guide (Boudouresque et al.), who
introduced important changes and updates
to this document.

Book downloadable at RAC/SPA and

RAMOGE websites.

Updated Standard Data-
Entry Form (SDF)

STANDARD DATA-ENTRY FORM (SDP)
FOR NATIONAL INVENTORIES OF NATURAL SITES
OF CONSERVATION INTEREST

The RAC/SPA has prepared an updated SDF
to take into account the new changes into
the species list included on the Annex Il of
the SPA/BD Protocol.

This document can be downlaoded from the
RAC/SPA website.

Development of indicators

for climate change impacts

on biodiversity within MPAs

In continuation of a first meeting conducted
on November 2011 (Malta) under the
initiative of The Regional Activity Centre
for Specially Protected Areas (RAC/SPA) and
IUCN Centre for Mediterranean Cooperation
(IUCN-Med), both organisations undertook
in October 2012 a two-day workshop in
Malaga (Spain) to continue guiding the
development of indicators for biodiversity
impacts in Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) by
the threats of climate change (CC).

SST and thermal stratification

Basic parameters (02, salinity, nutrients, cl.a)

Acidification (pH, alkalinity, DIC, pCO2)
Phytoplankton abundance
Flowering of Posidonia oceanica

Seasonality of benthic algae species (Cystoseira)
Seasonality of hydrozoans and colonial ascidians species JE/i8
Reproduction and breeding date of selected species

Phenology of fish early life history stages
Migration date of seasonal species
Mortality and bleaching events

Episodic species outbreaks (blooms)

Range shift of alien / temperature-sensitive species

The key focus of this meeting was to discuss
the previous set of indicators to monitor CC
impacts on marine biodiversity within MPAs,
before further elaborating them for formal
discussion with the Parties to the SPA/BD
protocol of the Barcelona Convention.

United Nations Environment Programme / Mediterranean Action Plan

(UNEP/MAP)

This process is facing a series of challenges,
such as: how to define and communicate
indictors, the need to fully understand the
impacts of CC and their synergistic effects,
criteria to select target impacts of key
biodiversity features, how to be ready for
planning adaptations strategies, need to
develop and adapt new ideas, and how to
feed back result findings into managers.

In fact, these indicators will build towards
the medium goals of SAP/BIO Programme
at the Mediterranean
level (UNEP - MAP - RAC/
SPA, 2009) of improving
coordinated actions
across the Mediterranean
MPAs, informing adaptive
approaches to CC for
effective MPA management
and Initiating a climate
warning system at different
geographical  scales  for
redacting vulnerability
within MPAs.

preliminary list of
indicators totrack CCimpacts
that has been pre-selected
in the Experts Meeting on
Climate Change impacts
on marine biodiversity in
the Mediterranean MPAs,
held in November 2011 in
Malta is the base of further
defining these indicators
and, eventually, get additional ones to
be suggested to MPA managers and
the Contracting Parties of the Barcelona
Convention.

Regional Activity Centre for Specially Protected Areas (RAC/SPA)

B.P. 337 - 1080 Tunis Cedex - TUNISIA

Tel.: (+216) 71 206 649 / 485 | Fax: (+216) 71 206 490
E-mail: car-asp@rac-spa.org

Web: http://www.rac-spa.org/



http://www.rac-spa.org

